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Welcome to Rural Matters

Latest news

Welcome to Rural Matters. See inside for the latest on the Kent Police Rural Task Force. There are now more officers countywide
dedicated to tackling and preventing crime in the countryside. We’ve the latest news on how these officers, partners and colleagues
are working to protect and support Kent’s rural communities – rural.task.force@kent.police.uk

Cross border teamwork sees hare coursing fall by a third
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Illegal hare coursing – keep police informed
Hare coursing traditionally starts in
September when fields are harvested
and ploughed, making them the perfect
ground for the illegal blood sport.
Not only is it cruel and causes costly
damage to crops and land, it can result
in intimidation and even violence.
In one incident earlier this year, threats
were made to an East Kent landowner to
burn down his barn when he confronted
two men with dogs suspected of hare
coursing. Landowners are urged to

consider blocking field entrances with
ditches, fencing, trees or barriers,
like barrels filled with concrete.
Sally Robinson, a district crown
prosecutor for the Crown Prosecution
Service, said: ‘By using our legal
expertise and the operational knowledge
of seven police forces in a collaborative
way to effectively remove borders,
we’ve collectively built stronger
cases for prosecution and made it
harder for perpetrators to offend.’

What you can do?
More rural contact information, see back page.

Report non-urgent crime online

Go to www.kent.police.uk/report

Twitter account

Report a crime, incident or non-injury
collision in minutes

Our farm is crime aware
and on its guard

Farm Watch Member

Your Rural Task Force PCs
have a Twitter account
@kentruralpolice

Machinery thefts from rural locations – protect property
Thefts of machinery and
equipment from rural areas
continue to be reported.
Rural Task Force Sergeant
Darren Walshaw said: ‘Theft
of machinery and other items
from rural locations remain
prevalent. I’d like to remind
owners to regularly review
their security ensuring sheds

Follow for the
latest news and
information.

Receive your confirmation email and
reference number immediately
To remain anonymous contact Kent Crimestoppers online or call 0800 555 111.

MOVE ON
HARE COURSER

Anyone who sees hare coursing taking place is asked to contact police immediately
on 999 and provide officers with a description of the people involved, any
registration numbers, vehicle descriptions and the location and direction of travel.
It’s important people don’t confront hare coursers or put themselves at risk.
If you have information about hare coursing – and it is not currently happening
– or have been a victim of the crime, call 101 or report on the Kent Police website.

The team regularly Tweets
updates on what they’ve been
doing and any live incidents.
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we’ve experienced a reduction of 37
per cent – with 329 reports received
between September 2021 and March
2022 compared with 523 the previous
year – 194 fewer incidents. We’ll
continue with the collaboration and to
work together to further reduce illegal
coursing, lamping and poaching.’
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The agreement supports national
hare coursing initiative, Operation
Galileo, and is backed by the Crown
Prosecution Service (CPS).
The illegal practice has been reduced
by almost a third. Kent Rural Task
Force Sergeant Darren Walshaw said:
‘By working collaboratively we have
been significantly more effective
and this has resulted in a reduction
in reports of hare coursing.
‘Across the region reports have fallen
by around 31 per cent and in Kent,
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A crackdown on rural crime which
involves Kent Police working with
six other forces has helped reduce
hare coursing across counties.
The ‘borderless’ agreement – operating
from last September – means Kent,
Essex, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire,
Hertfordshire, Suffolk and Norfolk
become one when using certain powers.
Since it started this team approach
has made catching and prosecuting
offenders easier and involved
automatic number plate recognition
(ANPR), the seizure of dogs and
the sharing of all interactions and

and barns are locked and
secure when not in use.
Please remember to record
and mark all property serial
numbers so these can be
passed to the police if you
become a victim of crime.’
A farm vehicle worth more
than £10,000 was recently
safely returned two days

after being stolen. The John
Deere Gator was found in a
wooded area near Dover by
a local farmer.
An off-duty Rural Task
Force officer quickly
identified it as one stolen
two days earlier and it was
returned to its owner.

An off-duty Rural Task Force officer
helped return this stolen farm vehicle
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Latest news

Police Dog Fallon

Police dog guides rescuers to injured man

Metal thefts – Rural Task Force action

Police dog Fallon helped save an injured
man after tracking him through dense
woodland and brambles.
Officers had been called after reports
that the distressed and vulnerable man
was out in the dark in dense woodland in
Medway, in the early hours of 17 April.
PD Fallon, an 18-month-old German
Shepherd, was able to quickly guide her

Police continue to take action
to tackle metal thefts across
rural areas.
The crime has been driven
by growing metal prices
– particularly the theft of
catalytic converters.
The Rural Task Force works
with partners to ensure scrap
metal dealers are complying
with legislation.
As part of a national week of
action (Op Goldjuno) earlier this
year the Rural Task Force and
other Kent Police teams worked
alongside the Environment
Agency, local authority waste
enforcement teams, UK Power
Network and British Telecom
security teams to visit scrap
and metal recycling sites to
check for the handling and
processing of stolen metal and
catalytic converter thefts.
At one scrap yard in Medway
cable was identified as stolen
from UK Power Networks and
seized with inquiries made to

handler, PC Scott James, through
grassland before crawling under a metal
fence, then through dense woodland.
After walking around 80 metres through
heavy bramble bushes, they found the
man. Urgent first aid was needed and
they were soon joined by other
colleagues and paramedics and the man
was taken to hospital for treatment.

Operation targets illegal waste carriers
The Rural Task Force works in
partnership with local
authorities and partners
during the year, enforcing
legislation to reduce fly tipping
and those who profit from
carrying and disposing of
waste illegally
The team recently joined the
Road Safety Unit in Swale,
along with the Driver and
Vehicle Standards Agency and
Environment Agency on the
A249 on the Isle of Sheppey
and Sittingbourne checking
vehicles carrying various types
of waste.
Around 25 vehicles were
inspected with waste carriers’
licenses and documentation
checked. One arrest was
made for drug driving and two
for theft offences.
Officers also issued four

Vehicle being checked

Traffic Offence Reports (TOR)
Police Dog Fallon
for insecure or dangerous
loads, another two TORs for
seatbelt offences, one for tyre
offences, one for mobile phone
offences and another for going
through a red light. Two
vehicles were seized for having
no tax, one Graduated Fixed

Penalty Notice issued for excess
weight and a driver reported
for summons for excess weight.
Rural Task Force Sergeant
Darren Walshaw said
‘Operations like this are really
important to ensure people
are not disposing of waste
illegally. We work closely with

our local authority partners to
tackle the issue. By carrying
out these operations we’re
also able to identify other
offences – as in this case –
and we’ll continue to do so to
protect our communities from
not just fly-tipping but from
all criminality.’

Cabling is often targeted by metal thieves

identify who took the cable to
the site.
Nationally police forces
visited over 600 premises and
made 30 arrests as part of the
seven-day crackdown on metal
crime and money laundering
in the waste industry.
Catalytic converters, which
clean harmful gases before
they exit a vehicle’s exhaust
pipe, are often targeted by
thieves because of the
precious metal they contain.
Last year, over 38,000

Rural task Force officers regularly visit scrap metal dealers with other
agencies

Joint work with neighbouring forces – focus on rural crime
The Rural Task Force and other
Kent policing teams regularly
work with neighbouring forces.
Earlier this year Rural Task
Force officers worked with
Sussex and Hampshire Police
on a pre-planned operation on
the Sussex border that
involved road checks and
mobile patrols until the early
hours of the morning. Rural
officers from both Sussex and
Kent patrolled both sides of
the border during the joint
working operation.
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The night of action focused
on rural burglary, theft of
power tools and farm
equipment across the three
counties, gathering
intelligence and providing
reassurance to rural
communities living and
working on the force borders.
A 32-year-old man from Kent
was arrested after being
stopped in Flimwell near
Ticehurst on suspicion of
drug-driving and being in
possession of a number of

offensive weapons, including a
crossbow and an extendable
baton. He was questioned and
released under investigation.
Kent Rural Task Force
Sergeant Darren Walshaw
said: ‘This operation allowed
officers from Kent to work
closely with our Sussex and
Hampshire colleagues,
providing a visible deterrent to
criminals and sharing
intelligence between our
forces to help us investigate
rural crime.’

Theft of aluminium –
two men arrested

Church lectern theft – missing piece
Officers investigating the theft of a distinctive lectern from
a church near Deal are trying to trace the missing top
section in the shape of an eagle.
The six foot lectern was taken from St John the Evangelist
Church, Kingsdown, on 1 May.
A man’s been arrested on suspicion of burglary and police
have recovered the stand, but not the metal top.
It’s feared the 100 year old piece may be used for scrap.
Anyone with information should contact 01843 222289,
quoting reference 46/82974/22 or independent charity
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or
complete the online form, crimestoppers-uk.org

catalytic converter thefts were
recorded in the UK. Drivers
are encouraged to protect
their vehicle and consider
catalytic converter marking.
National Police Chiefs’ Council
(NPCC) Lead for Metal Crime,
BTP Assistant Chief Constable
Charlie Doyle, said: ‘By taking
a multi-agency approach,
we’re maximising our ability to
identify those involved, making
it harder for them to sell stolen
metal and gain from their
criminal activities.’
Reports of metal theft should
be made as soon as possible
to increase the chances of
detection.
People are encouraged to
report any suspicious activity to
the police by calling 101, or
999 if an offence is in progress.
If you spot something at a
railway station, contact British
Transport Police by texting
61016 or calling 0800 40 50 40.

The Rural Task Force was on
patrol in Hythe on 11 March
when they spotted a vehicle
linked with aluminium stolen
from Folkestone the previous
day. The officers searched the
vehicle and the two occupants
– two men aged 27 and 31 –
were arrested in connection
with the theft.

Attempt to steal
metal trough halted
FarmWatch received a report
of an attempted theft in
progress in Fawkham where
an arm of a truck was
reported to be being used
over a fence to try to reach a
metal trough and other farm
equipment. The Rural Task
Force and local officers
located the vehicle in West
Kingsdown. It was seized and
two men were arrested.

FarmWatch
WhatsApp
FarmWatch membership
continues to grow and has
proved a great asset for the
Rural Task Force and rural
community. RTF officers act
on the information received,
with stolen property
successfully recovered as a
result. Anyone interested in
joining their local group please
email the RTF at rural.task.
force@kent.police.uk
Farm Watch WhatsApp is a
tool to share information
directly with the team and not
to be used to report crime.
Any crimes should be reported
in the usual way; 999 if a
crime is in progress or 101
and online if non-urgent.
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County news

Village hall event to
help older people
avoid scams
Helping older people protect
themselves against fraud and
scams which are often targeted
at pensioners was the aim of
an event at Yalding village hall.
Residents and relatives who
attended were given the
latest advice around current
scams, such as bogus phone
calls and emails that trick
them into handing over bank
details and money. The parish
council led initiative was
specifically aimed at
pensioners and their relatives.
Prevent and Protect Fraud
Officer for Kent Police, Steve
Kelly, said: ‘It is a sad reality
that fraudsters are more likely
to attempt to trick elderly and
vulnerable people. Events like
this are so important in
reminding older residents and
their relatives of some of simple
steps to protect themselves.
‘These can include not
opening links on text
messages or emails that may
appear to be from banks or
are offering tax rebates. Large
organisations will never
request personal or financial
data this way. We intend to
hold more of these initiatives
over the coming months.’

someone is telling
the truth.
what they say unless
you are confident of
their identity.
the details they have
provided.

6

Livestock attacks – keep dogs under control this summer

Fresh water poaching – targeting illegal fishing

The Rural Task Force
investigates livestock worrying
all year round – using DNA
evidence to identify dogs
responsible and to support
prosecutions.
Dogs attacking sheep and
other livestock are reported to
the team countywide and not
only during lambing season,
when sheep and their lambs
and pregnant ewes are
particularly vulnerable.
Dog owners out in the
countryside are reminded to
follow signs and stick to
footpaths and keep dogs on
leads around livestock.
It is also important to make
sure fences and boundaries
are kept maintained and
secure where dogs are kept
near farmland and farm
animals to avoid them
escaping and causing harm.
Rural Task Force PC Michael
Sutton said: ‘Livestock worrying
is an unacceptable hindrance
to farmers and combating
offending such as this is a
leading priority for our team.
‘We will always review all
available information to ensure

Illegal fishing will continue to be targeted by
Rural Task Force officers this summer.
The team regularly works with a number of
partner agencies like the Environment Agency
and South East Angling Trust, to hold foot
patrols and searches at lake and river sites
which are frequently targeted.
The Rural Special Constabulary team also
regularly supports this action. Kent Police is
part of the national campaign, Operation
Traverse, aimed at poaching and associated
criminal activity.
Waterways poaching increased nationally
during the pandemic lockdown and fishing
clubs and people who enjoy the hobby have
become increasingly concerned about the
destruction of fish stocks.
Illegal fishing not only affects the ecology of
the countryside, it is recognised those involved
are often engaged in a wider range of criminal
behaviour.
Rural Task Force Inspector Tom Pooley said:
‘Poaching on a large scale is often associated
with organised crime. It can have a significant
financial impact on businesses, damage rural
communities and have a detrimental affect on
law abiding people enjoying their hobby.
Offenders can be intimidating and it is

Warning signs are there to protect farm animals

proportionate action is taken. I
Livestock includes sheep,
encourage all dog walkers,
horses, swine, cattle (bulls,
particularly those visiting
cows, heifers or calves) and
agricultural areas, to take
poultry (including turkeys,
appropriate action to ensure
geese and ducks).
their pets do not endanger
livestock. Failure to adhere to Are you a...
this basic responsibility is a
criminal offence.’

Ewe dies after dog attack
The owner of a dog alleged to have been seen worrying
livestock has been charged.
The incident was investigated by the Rural Task Force after
a distressed ewe was reported being chased and dragged by
a dog on agricultural land in East Kent on 10 March.
The sheep was found by the landowner and had such
serious injuries to a hind leg and body the animal had to be
put down. A 28-year-old man was later arrested and charged
in connection with the incident.

RESPONSIBLE
DOG OWNER?

Please keep your
dog on a lead.
‘Worrying’ livestock is a crime
under the Dogs (Protection of
Livestock) Act 1953.
If you are on agricultural land and
a dog you own or are in charge
of attacks or chases livestock
in a way that may cause injury,
suffering or loss, you could be
prosecuted, fined and ordered
to pay compensation.
If you see a dog worrying livestock,
please call the police on 999.

Under the Animals Act 1971, a person acting to
protect livestock may be able to kill or injure a
dog, without incurring any criminal or civil liability, if he
or she believes it is worrying livestock.

Farm Watch Member

When a man was spotted
stealing a CCTV camera from
a post he was caught on
camera driving off at speed.
Maidstone Council officers
followed the vehicle calling the
Rural Task Force direct. A
search led to the vehicle being
stopped in Chatham where
the driver was arrested.

unacceptable that anyone should experience
this threat on their own property.’
Kent Police receives calls throughout the
year about illegal fishing on open and private
water and also the killing of swans and river
birds. Poachers sometimes travel from other
parts of the UK.
It’s a crime to fish without a valid licence and
offenders could be fined up to £2,500, have
their fishing equipment seized and be banned
from fishing. Last year in one operation alone
near Maidstone 12 people received fines from
Environment Agency enforcement officers
working alongside rural officers.

Seal pup and wild birds seized from shelter
The Rural Task Force and the RSPCA visited an
animal rescue centre being run at a residential
address after concerns were reported.
They found a number of wild animals in a rear
garden, some kept in inappropriate conditions.
A seal pup and four birds were seized,
including two kestrels, a sparrow hawk and a
chaffinch – all in need of medical attention.
Improvement notices were also served. Rural
Task Force officers then joined the RSPCA for a
follow up visit and a further 31 animals –
including swans, a buzzard and hedgehogs
– were removed as previous notices were not
complied with. Rural Task Force Sergeant

Rural officers act after
CCTV camera stolen

Darren Walshaw said: ‘We work regularly with
our RSPCA colleagues to assist where there are
animal welfare concerns and offences may
have been committed.’

Factfile:

Concerns about bat habitation destruction

• Under the Animals Act 1971, a person acting to protect livestock may be able to kill or injure
a dog they believe is ‘worrying’ without incurring any criminal or civil liability.
• As a dog owner or a person being in charge of a dog, you could be committing an offence if
your pet worries livestock on agricultural land.
• Worrying includes attacking or chasing livestock in a way that might reasonably be expected
to cause injury or suffering or loss.
• It can also be an offence to have a dog in a field or enclosed space where there are sheep
when the dog is not on a lead or under close control.

A homeowner was advised not to carry out further work on a site in East Kent – due to
concerns about bat habitat destruction – until expert advice was sought. In Kent the Rural
Task Force works with NWCU National Wildlife Crime Unit, Natural England and the Bat
Conservation Trust around bat protection in buildings and development sites.
The Rural Task Force team are fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers. They work with
organisations like the RSPB and RSPCA to investigate cases where protected animals are
illegally harmed, trapped or killed, and are committed to supporting them when they
investigate these offences.

Seasonal fruit thefts
The Rural Task Force works
with farmers to investigate and
provide crime prevention advice
across the summer months
during the soft fruit season.
Offences can result in
substantial amounts of produce
– such as strawberries,
raspberries and cherries –
being stolen to sell illegally –
causing financial hardship to
growers. Any suspicious
vehicles should be reported.

Illegal shellfish
harvests
Rural Task Force officers work
with agencies including the
Inshore Fisheries Conservation
Authority (IFCA), Gangmasters
and Labour Abuse Authority
(GLAA) and environmental
teams around illegal harvesting
of shellfish on Kent coasts.
Reports received of shellfish,
such as cockles, being
removed are investigated and
those involved may be
prosecuted. Drones can be
used to pinpoint areas being
targeted. Any welfare issues
raised are referred to
appropriate partner agencies.

7

Partnerships
Rural team working with partners to protect rural communities

Countryside Code
Remember
• Enjoy the countryside
and respect its life
and work
• Guard against all
risk of fire
• Leave all gates as you
found them
• Keep pets under close control
• Keep to public paths across farmland
• Use gates and stiles to cross
fences, hedges and walls
• Leave livestock, crops and
machinery alone

The team use their expertise to support Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams, PCSOs or
core response officers. The team are all fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers.

Key partners working with Kent Police to keep rural communities safe
Crime Rural Advisory Group
CRAG formed in 2012, brings together
main rural stakeholders, including the
National Farmers Union and Country Land
& Business Association – representing
a large percentage of land occupancy
countywide. They bring their own insights
to CRAG to help keep Kent Police informed
on ever-changing issues in rural Kent.
web: www.btfpartnership.co.uk
email: michael.bax@btfpartnership.co.uk
phone: Michael Bax 01233 740077

Kent Association of Local Councils
KALC is a not for profit membership
organisation serving member parish and
town councils and parish meetings in Kent
and Medway. It offers training, advice
and services to member councils. KLAC
works with rural officers to disseminate
information on their behalf, and to gather
crime information from towns and parishes.
web: www.kentalc.gov.uk
email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk
phone: 01304 820173

National Farmers Union
The NFU champions British farming and
provides professional representation
and services to its farmer and grower
members. Around 70 per cent of full time
farmers are NFU members. They aim
to support Kent Police to engage with
members’ extensive local knowledge,

working in partnership with CRAG and
other stake holder organisations.
web: www.nfuonline.com
email: isobel.bretherton@nfu.org.uk
phone: 01730 711950

Kent Fire and Rescue Service
KFRS is responsible for delivering fire
and rescue services to more than 1.7
million people. Each year fire officers
deal with around 16,500 incidents
including road crashes, house and
barn fires and more than 2,400 nonfire rescues. KFRS works with the Kent
Police, NFU, and CRAG to provide safety
and risk reduction advice to support the
agricultural business community.
web: www.kent.fire-uk.org
email: enquiries@kentfire-uk.org
phone: 01622 692121

Historic England
Historic England is a public body which
looks after England’s historic environment.
There are over 400,000 protected sites and
buildings in England and Historic England
works across a range of partnership to
prevent the loss and damage to our shared
cultural heritage. Former Kent police officer
Mark Harrison advises the organisation and
works closely with rural officers and CRAG.
web: www.historicengland.org.uk
email: southeast@HistoricEngland.org.uk
phone: 01483 252020

Country Land & Business Association
The CLA is the membership organisation
for owners of land, property and
businesses in rural England and Wales and
has been safeguarding the interests of
landowners, and those with an economic,
social and environmental interest in rural
land for more than 112 years. The CLA
South East Office works closely with the
Kent Police to help achieve these aims.
web: www.cla.org.uk
email: southeast@cla.org.uk
phone: 01264 313434

