
Annual Governance and Accountability Return 2t!20121 Part 2

To be completed only by Lccal Csuncils, lnternal Drainage B*ards and oihar smaller
authorities" where the higher of gross incorne or grcss expenditurs was f25,$$$ or lees,
that meet the qualifying criteria, and that wish to GERTIFY themselv*e as EXEnilP? frsm
a limited assurance review

Guidance notes on completing Part 2 of the Annual Gcvernance and
Accou ntability Return 2BZAI21
1. Every smaller authority in England where the higher of gross incorne or gross expenditure was t25,S00

or less must, following the end of each financial year, cornplete Part 2 of the Annual Governance and
Accountability Return in accordance with Praper Practices, unless the autharity:
a) does not meet the qualifying criteria for exernption; or
b) does not wish to certify itself as exempt

2. Srnaller authcrities where the higl"rer of all gross annual income or grs$s annual expenditure does not
exceed e25,000 and that meet the qualifying criteria as set out in the Certificate of Exemption are able
to deelare themsefues exempt from sending the completed Annual Govemance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor for a limited as$urance review provided tf:e authority completes:
a) The Ce*ificate cf Exemptioil, page 3 and retums a copy of it to the extemel auditor either by email
or by post {not bothi no later than 30 June 2021. Failure to da *o will result in reminder letter(s) for
which theAuthority lryil! be charged 940 +VAT for each letter; and
b) The Annual Goyernance and Accountability Return (Part 2) which is made up of:
. Annual lnternal Audit Report {page 4} must be completed by the authority's intemal auditor.
. $ection I -Annual Gcvernance $taternent (paga 5) must k completed and approved by the authority.
. Section 2 - Accounting $tatements (page 6) must be completed and approved by the authority.
NOTE: Authsrities certifying themselves as exempt SHOULD NOT send the completed Annual
Goyernance and Accsuntability Return to the extemal auditor.

3. The authority must approve Section 1 AnnualGovernance Statement before approving $ecfion 2
Accounting Staternents and both must be approved and published on the authcrity websitelwebpage
before I July 2421.

Publication Requirsrnents
Smaller authorities must publish various documents on a publicly available website as required by the
Accounts and Audit Ragulations 2015, the LocalAudit {SmallerAuthorities) Regulaiions 2015 and the
Transparency Code for $rnaller Authorities. These include:
. Certificate of Exemption, page 3

' Annual lntemal Audit Report ZgZ*121" page 4

' Sectian 1 - Annual €qrvern*nce $tatement 2920#1, page 5
. Section 2 - Accaunting $tatements ?$?SI21, page 6
' Analysis of variances. Bank reconciliation. Notice of the period for th* exercise af public rights and other inf*rmation required by Regulation 15 (?),

Accounts and Audit Regulations 2815.

Limited Assurance Revie!#
Any smaller authority rnay request a limited assurance review. lf so, the authority shor.rld not certify itself as
exempt or cnmplete the Cerlifrcate of Exemption. lnstead it should complete Part 3 of the AGAR 202fi121 and
return it to the extemal auditor iogether with the supporting docurnentation requested by the extemal auditor.
The cost to the authority for the review will be f,200 +VAT.

Provided that the authority certifies it*elf as exempt, and completes *nd publishes the docume*s listed
under'Publication Requirements', there is no requirement for the autho*ty to have a review.

If it decides to certify itself as exempt, the authority must complete and return the Certificate of Exemption
on Page 3 to the extemal auditor to confirm that it has certified itself exempt.



Gr:idance notes $n ee>E?rpletEng Part 3 q:f ?he &rur:t*el G*vsrnan*e and
Accountability Return {AGAR} ?S3*lgt, $ecti*ms t and 2
. An authority that wishes to declare itself exempt fram the requirement for a limited assurance review must

do so at a meeting of the auihority after 31 March 2021" lt should nst submit its Annual Governance and

Accountability Return to the external auditor. However, as padt of a rnore proportionate regime, the authoriiy
must comply with the requirements of the Transparency Code for Srnaller Auth*rities.

. f he Certificate of Exemption must be returned to the external auditor no later than 30 June 2021. Reminder

letters will incur a charge of t40 +VAT for each leiter.

. The authority must comply with Proper Fractices in cornpleting Sections 1 and ? cf this AGAR and the
Certificate of Exemption. Prcper Practices are found in the Fraciilioners'Guide" which is updated from time

to time and contains everything needed to prepare successfully far the financial year-end.

. The authority should receive and note the Annual lnternal Audit Report before approving the Annual

Governance Staiement and the acccunts.
. The Annual Governance Statement (secticn 1j nrust be approved on th* same day or before the Accounting

Statements {section 2) and evidenced by the agenda or rninut* references

. The Responsible Financial Officer {RfO) must certify the accounts {Section 2} be{ore they are present*d
to the authority for approval. The authority must in this order; consider, approve and sign the accounts.

. The RFO is requlred tc commence the public rights period as scon as practical after the date of the
AGAR. approval.

' tutake sure that the AGAR is ccmpleie (no highlighted boxes left empty), and is properly signed and dated"

Avoid making amendments to the completed annual return. Any amendments must be approved by the

aulhority and properly inliialled.
. Use the checklist provided below to r*view the AGAR for completeness at the meeting at which it is signed otf.

. You must inform your external auditor about any change of Glerk, Responsible Financial Officer or
Chairman, and provide relevant authority owned generic email addresses and telephone numbers.

' The authority must pu!:lish numerical a*d narrative explanations for significant variances in the accounting

statements on paEe 6. Guidance is provided inthe Practitioners'Sujde* which may assist.

. Make sure that the acccunting staternents add up and the balance carried farward from the previous y*ar
(Box 7 af 2A2$ equais the balance brought forward in the current year {Box 1 af 2A21}.

. The Responsible Financial CIfficer iRfO), on behalf of the authority, must set thre commencement date for the

exercise of public rights af 30 conseculivc working days which must include the first ten working days cf Julyr

. The auihority must publish, on the authority website/webpage. the information required by Regulation 15 {2),
Accounts and Audit Regulations 20'15, including the period for the exercise of public rights and the name and

address of the external auditor bef,ore I July 2021.

i Have all highlighted boxes been compleled?
F----*"_-
i Have the dates set for the perioc! for the exercise r:f pubtic rights heen published?*,*-*.,*.*

il!-rratArdiin;,p""1Have;Ihdhifihdd b"xes neen completed by the internal auditor and! fiave ;ill illgnruilrriu uu,

I explanations provided?

Section '1 i Foi any staternent to which ihe response is 'no', is an explanalir:n available

I {or publication?

Section 2
.'*--L*.-*.**--*-i-H;tfi;hmi;;ep;"rrl 

"f 
th. r g statements been confirmed by

I the signature of the Chairman of the approval meeting?
t.*..---.-.-**
! Flas an explanation of significent variations from last year to this year been

i publiehed?
L-**.*.*"**
I ls an explanation af any difference between Box 7 and Box I available, should

I a question be raised by a local elector andlor an interested pa*y?

Sections .1 and 2 Trust funcis * have all disclosures been rnade if the authority as a body corporate
is a sole managing trustee? {Local Councils only)

*Goyernancs and Accountabitity for Smatler Authorities in Eagland - a Fraclitianers' Guide ta Proper Pracffces,
can be downloaded from www.nalc.Eov.uk or frorn www.ada-org.uk

AII sections



Se*ticrT t * &nnr.ca* *cvernan*e $t*t*reerut t*3*13tr

We acknowledge as the members of:

our responsihility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including arrangements for
the preparation of the Accounting Statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief, wiih
respect to the Accounting Statements for the year ended 31 lr4arch 2021, that:

2. We nrarntained an adequate system of inlernal control
including measures designed to prevent and deleci fraud
and corruption and reviewed i{s effectivefiess.

3, We took all reasonable steps to assure ourselves
that there are no matters of actual or poteniial
non-mm$iance urith laws, regulations and Proper
Practices that couid have a significant financial eifect
on ihe ability of this authodty to coilduct iis
business or manage its finances.

4. We pro,rided proper oppcrtunity during the year fcr
the exercise of electors' r'ights in acccrdance with the
requirements of the Accounts ancj .qudit Regulations"

6" We maintained throughaut the year an adequate and
efiective system of internai audit of the accounting
records and control systems.

?. Ule took appropriaie aciion on all matters raiseri
in reporls fiom internal and external audit.

E. We considered whether any litigation, iiabilitigs c'r
comfti1mefi1s. events or transactions, occurring either
during or after the year-and, have a financial impact on
this authority arrd, where appropriate, have included them
in the accounting statements.

$. (For local counciis only) Trust funds including
charitable. in our capacity as lhe sole managing
trustee we discharged our acco*ntability
responsibiliiies for the fund{syaesets. inrluding
flnancial reporting and, if required, independent

L_,ryryrtig "reyditl
*For any statement to which the response is 'no',

This Annual Governance Staternent was approved at a
meeting of the auihority on:

t{lo;f :l21
and recorded as minute reference:

20Lr * s-- gE

made praper anangefients and accepted resporsibtirly
far safaguarding the publit; mafiey and resrurces in
rls 6isrge.

has anly done what it has the legal power ta drs and has
complled with Praper Practices in d{}ing sa.

annflg #re t/eat gave all persans i*tetested the appartunily ta

srrange{! fat a cofilpatent person, lfidepe/rdent af the financial
conlro/s and procedures, lo give art objeclive view on whether
internal cantrals meet the needs of lftrs sma!!er authorily.

respoflded to matters broLtght to it-s attentian by intenal and
extefial audit.

disclosed eve$tlting il should have ebor/ r'ls bustness acitvr'Iy

during lhe year including events taki$g place after tha year
and if relevant.

has net all *f its respoitsibilities wiere as a body
aorporate if rs a sole managing frusf*e of ff local trust
arlrusfs.

an explanation must be published

Signed by the Chairrnan and Clerk of the meeting whore
apprr.:val wa$ given:

chairman i S. Aru-a :

Clerk A v s slzr.-------

t\ew(hu*rlrvi ll",1o

prepared irs accounllng slafemenfs ir accordance
wilh lfte r4cco(nfs and;4rdif f?egulatians.

-1. We have put in place arrangements for effective financial
management during the year, and for the preparaiion c'f
the accounring statements.

5. We carried out an assessment of ihe risks lacing lhis
authority and took appropriate steps to manage lhose
risks, including ihe introduction of intemsl controls and/or
external insurance cover where required-

The authority website/webpage is up to date and the infornration required by the Transparency Code has
been published.

o,J, n< w vhtA:,r.h - villqyl f, I



Section 2 -Accounting Statements 2020121 for

NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

I certifo that for the year ended 31 March 2021 the Accounting
Statements in this Annual Governance and Accountability
Return have been prepared on either a receipts and
payments or income and expenditure basis following the
guidance in Governance and Accountability for Smaller
Authorities - a Practitioners' Guide to Proper Practices
and present fairly the financial position of this authority.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officer before being
presented to the authority for approval

VOe"do5

I confirm that these Accounting Statements were
approved by this authority on this date:

L+l"r f zoa-i

as recorded in minute reference:

20Lt_ r_ sg

Signed by Chairman of the meeting where the
Accountin g Statements were approved

r' { A rf,rDate 2"{ l6s/zoz-t

15,610
Total balances and reserves atthe beginning ofthe year
as recorded in the financial records. Value must agree to
Box 7 of previous year.

Total amaunt of precept (or for lDBs rates and levies)
received or receivable in the year. Exclude any grants
received"

3. (+) Total other receipts Total income or receipts as recorded in the cashboak less
the precept or rates/levies received (line 2). lnclude any
grants received.

Total expenditure or payments made to and on behalf
of all employees- lnclude gross sa/an'es and wages,
employers N I contributians, employers pension
conti b utio n s, g ratu iti e s a nd seve ran ce p ay men ts.

4. (-) Staff costs

Tbtal expenditure or payments of capital and interest
made during tbe year on the authority's borrowings (it any).

6. (-) All other payments Total expenditure or payments as recorded in the cash-
book less staffcosfs (line 4) and loan interest/capital

Total balances and reserves at the end of the year. Must
equal (1+2+3) - (4+5+6).

8. Total value of cash and
short term investments 17,560 11,568

The sum of all cunent and deposit bank accounts, cash
holdings and shorl term investments held as at 31 March -
To agrec with bank reconciliation.

9. Total fixed assets plus
long term investments
and assets

33,070 46,275
The value of all the property the authority owns - it is made
up of all its fxed assefs and long term investmenfs as af
31 March.

10. Total borrowings
0 0

The outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans
from third parties (including PWLB).

11. (For Local Councils Only) Disclosure note
re Trust funds (including charitable)

The Council as a body corporate acts as so/e trustee for
and is responsible far managing Trust funds orassefs.

N E. Ihe figures in the accounting statements above do
not include any Trust transacflons.

Annuaf Governance and Accountability Return 2A20121 Part2
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Certificate of Exemption - AGAR. 2020/21 Part 2

To be completed by smaller authorities where the higher of gross income or gross expenditure
d rd not exceed t25,000 in the year of account ended 31 March 2A21 , and that r.vish to cerlify
thernselves as exempt from a limited assurance review under Section 9 of the LocalAudit
r Smaller Authorities) Regulations 201 5

There is no requirement to have a limited assurance review or to submit an Annual Governance and Accountability
Retum to the external auditor, provided that the authority has certified itself as exempt at a meeting of the
authorlry afier 31 March 2021 and a completed Certificate of Exemption is submitted no later than 30 June 2O21
notifying the external auditor.

NEWCHURCH PARISH COUNCIL

certrfies that during the financialyear 2020121, the higher of the authority's total gross income for the year or
totai gross annual expenditure, for the year did not exceed €25,000

Total annualgross income for the authority 2O2An1' t6,751

Total annual gross expendilure for the authority 202A121: f.12,743

There are certain circumstances in which an authority will be unable to certify itself as exempt, so that a limited
assurance review will still be required, lf an authority is unable to confirm the statements below then it
cannot certify itself as exempt and it must submit the completed Annual Governance and Accountability Return
Part 3 to the extemal auditor to undertake a limited assurance review for which a fee of f200 +VAT will be payable.

By signing this Certificate of Exemption you are confirming that:
. The authority was in existence on 1st April 2017
. ln relation to the preceding financialyear (2019120), the externalauditor has not:

. issued a public interest report in respect of the authority or any entity connected with it

. made a statutory recommendation to the authority, relating to the authority or any entity connected with it

. issued an advisory notice under paragraph 1(1) of Schedule I to the Local Audit and Accountability Act
2014 ("the Act"), and has not withdrawn the notice

. commenced judicial review proceedings under section 31(1) of the Act

. made an application under section 28(1) of the Act for a declaration that an item of account is unlavvful,
and the application has not been withdrawn nor has the court refused to make the declaration

. The court has not declared an item of account unlawful after a person made an appeal under section 28(3) of the Act.

lf you are able to confirm that the above statements apply and that the authority neither received gross income,
nor incurred gross expenditure, exceeding f25,000, then the Certificate of Exemption can be signed and a copy
submitted to the external auditor either by email or by post (not both).

The Annual lnternalAudit Report, Annual Governance Statement, Accounting Statements, an analysis of
variances and the bank reconciliation plus the information required by Regulation 15 (2), Accounts and Audit
Regulations 2015 including the period for the exercise of public rights still need to be fully completed and,
along with a copy of this certificate, published on the authority website/webpage* before 1 July 2021.
By signing this certificate you are also confirming that you are aware of this requirement

Signed by the Responsible Financial Ofiicer Date

V0enb-r
Signed by Cnairmar/

-!-{h

et+/ o$fza-.t

Date

I confirm that this Certificate of
Exemption \rvas approved by this
authority on this date:

as recorded in minute reference:

Generic email address of Authority

,.'l e"k@ nrwch unotnvi il 
^ 3e. - 

onJ
*Published web address

www.newchurchvillage.org

ONLY this Certificate of Exemption should be returned EITHER by email OR by post (not
both) as soon as possible after certification to your external auditor, but no later than 30
June 2021. Reminder letters incur a charge of 840 +VAT

Annual Governance and Accountability Return 202A121 Parl2 Page 3 of 6
Local Councils, lnternal Drainage Boards and other SmallerAuthorities

z4lo**lx:u

202./-'.- 8(-
Telephone number

a-77+7 Yts 27+


