With Spring is now in full swing, I am pleased to note the number of reported Hare Coursing
incidents has dropped. That said, as one season of activity stops another begins and we have seen
an increase in Fish Poaching reports and would again ask that all incidents are reported. The new
Kent and Essex Police Horse seizure policy is now fully operational, with the team tasked to locate
any owners of horses found straying on the highway. The policy has been introduced to provide
an efficient and cost saving process for both forces. As the new financial year begins the process to
increase the Rural Liaison Team can commence. The plans being the team will double in size and
will consist of 1 Insp, 1 Sgt, 12 PC’s and 1 rural crime co-ordinator all dedicated to tackling rural,
wildlife, heritage and environmental crime. I would like to remind you all that you can report any
incidents either by 101 for a non-emergency or online via the Kent police website
https://www.kent.police.uk/services/report-a-crime/kent-police-online-reporting/
or 999 if you have a crime in progress.
The 2018 National Rural Crime Survey conducted by the National Rural Crime Network is now
underway:
It is important that the Police understand the views and experiences of our rural communities
when tackling rural crime. Please compete the survey and circulate amongst your organisations to
widen the scope of the survey. Thank you in advance.
http://www.nationalruralcrimenetwork.net/research/internal/2018survey/
PS Walshaw - Don’t forget to follow the team on Twitter @ Kent Police Rural
Here is a snapshot of the work carried out by the Rural Liaison Team (RLT) over the last six weeks.
PC’s Lingham and Pennicott assisted local officers with a reported burglary in progress in the
Maidstone area. Area searches were conducted by the patrols and the suspect vehicle was later
located in North Kent by Traffic Officers. The male driver was arrested for Burglary and Assault
offences.
The officers engaged in pro-active patrols seeking out the location of a vehicle in relation to Op
Salmon which was reported to have been involved in suspicious activity in the Doddington,
Ringlestone and Frinstead areas. The vehicle was connected to reports of poaching over the
previous couple of nights and had been stopped by local patrols. The Vehicle was sighted in
Ringlestone at a similar time to a poaching incident happening in Frinstead. Officers positioned
themselves to intercept the vehicle which it was believed, would be being used by the poachers.

The vehicle was stopped in Ringlestone and searched under the Poaching Prevention Act. Items
used in the commission of poaching were seized, the driver was reported for driving offences and
the vehicle was seized for having no licence or insurance. Four people have since been identified as a
result, two of whom have been interviewed and reported for summons.

A long walk home for the poachers after their vehicle was seized

PC Reed liaised with the Canterbury Archaeological Trust regarding a Burglary of archaeological finds
from outbuildings. Following this PC Reed received intelligence regarding squatters in properties in
Canterbury and that the stolen property maybe inside one of these buildings.
Officers attended a property and located most of the stolen property from the burglary which
included irreplaceable archaeological finds. The majority of the items were recovered and accounted
for. Removal of copper piping in the building had caused a gas leak at the property and officers
closed the road as a result.
As a result of preventative measures put in place by officers to protect Canterbury Archaeological
Trust, following this burglary, a male was caught running from the same location a few days later.
When the male was detained he was searched and found to be in possession of roman coins,
medals, ancient brooches, silverware and other property along with some black gloves.

RLT officers continued Op Salmon work attending a farm on the Eynsford/Shoreham Borders in
relation to reports of fish poaching. Working alongside officers from Sevenoaks and Tunbridge Wells
and with the assistance of the informant, four males were located and detained. All of these males
were found to be in possession of fishing rods. One had caught a brown trout and when searched,
two were found to be in possession of herbal cannabis. Two males admitted offences of possession
of cannabis and fishing at the location. The other two males denied any actual fishing. Two
cannabis warnings were given and all four were reported for summons for the poaching offences.

RLT Officers responded to a suspected Attempted Vehicle Theft from the Harriettsham area. Traffic
officers and Firearms Officers were also deployed and the suspect vehicle was eventually located at
its registered address in Medway.
After a victim of a burglary in the Ashford area sent police photos of his stolen property, PC Perry
identified it as one of the items recovered by officers during a search of a barn near Chilmington. The
stolen item was a unique trailer which is now going to be returned to the owner.
In relation to Op Salmon officers attended an address in Snodland to speak to a male regarding a
poaching offence. The same vehicle had also been seen at the scene of a theft of show birds the day
before these birds were stolen. Whilst at the address, bird cages could be seen in the rear garden
and a wooden building containing an aviary. When these were checked, birds of the same species as
those stolen were found and the male was arrested. Twenty nine birds were seized and with the
support of the RSPCA were taken to an animal sanctuary. Following the arrest inquiries are ongoing
to identify owners for the birds, some of which have already been identified as wild birds. The
vehicle at the address was also seized as the boot contained bird seed and feathers and it is believed
it was used to carry out the offence.

PC’s Lingham and Pennicott attended a location in Singleton, Ashford where a male was detained for
fishing in an area where Ashford Borough Council has a Public Space Protection Order in place.
Through liaison with Ashford Community Safety Unit, the officers were able to action this and issue
the male, who was a problem character for this activity in this location, with a fine against this order.
This is the first one of its kind that has been issued in Kent. (Op Salmon)

Officers assisted a broken down motorist in Tunbridge Wells. PC Pennicott pushed the vehicle
approximately two hundred meters along the main road to a point of safety. PC’s Pennicott and
Lingham took the female driver and her young daughter home to enable them to sort out their
vehicle in a safe and warm environment as the daughter had just been released from hospital.
PC’s Callaghan and Perry responded to a report of a vehicle seen in the area of Chillenden along with
three males and a Lurcher type dog in the field. The driver was stop checked on the B2046 and
identified as the owner of the vehicle. He was given a warning by the officers and advised not to
return to the area.(Op Salmon)
Officers sent a formal warning notice to the registered owner of a vehicle involved in suspected
illegal fishing in Eynsford. The warning states that it is a private area and if the individuals are seen
there again they could be prosecuted. (Op Salmon)

Officers attended a Road Traffic Collision at Junction 3 of the M2. The accident occurred due to the
driver losing control of his vehicle, it was not witnessed and traffic lights were damaged as a result.

Following a report of the theft of a tractor in Maidstone, a suspect van used to transport the tractor
was caught on CCTV. PC’s Lingham and Pennicott attended the last known location that the vehicle
was seen in. A male was found in the rear of the vehicle and arrested on suspicion of Theft of a
Motor Vehicle. The officers carried out a search of a nearby barn and located an Ifor Williams horse
box. A visible vehicle identification plate of this trailer appeared original and held a reference
number and a stamped vehicle identification number .In a stable close to the barn the officers
located a Black BMW motorcycle. Checks of these vehicles established that the horse box was stolen

from Sussex in March. The motorcycle had been stolen in 2015 from Sevenoaks. The detained male
was further arrested for the theft of these items. A bag of white paste suspected to be illegal drugs
was also found on his person, which was seized. When carrying out a search of the suspects’ vehicle,
PC Lingham also located three more bags of white powder, also believed to be illegal drugs.
The owners of the horse box attended the scene to collect their stolen property and the van driven
by the suspect was recovered along with the stolen motorcycle. The van was found to have no
insurance or registered keeper.

PC Reed was involved in a seizure of a horse in the Sittingbourne area which was loose on the road
and a similar horse seizure in Maidstone. Officers placed Horse Seizure Notices in the area in order
to identify the owner. Images were also circulated on social media including the Kent Police Twitter
page. As no owner has come forward and twenty one days have now passed, the horse will be
rehomed.

A vehicle in Maidstone that has been repeatedly involved in fly tipping was seized by RLT officers
following information received from Medway Council.

PCs Wright and Lingham carried out stop checks of vehicles along with a Medway Council Officer in
relation to fly tipping. As a result of the stop checks a vehicle was found in Sittingbourne to be
transporting scrap metal with no waste transfer documents. In the Medway area a vehicle was
stopped loaded with scrap metal and was reported for Waste Carrier Offences. Numerous vehicle
details were obtained.

PC’s Wright, Perry and Callaghan attended a farm in Canterbury in relation to two suspicious males
in a vehicle. The vehicle had driven through the farm twice and parked next to woodland before one
male got out and went behind a building. When challenged the males were abusive and drove off.
Officers located their vehicle at the registered keepers address in Canterbury where the male was
spoken to in front of his mother. He was given words of advice regarding his behaviour.

Officers carried out a stop check, of males walking along a footpath in Lulllingstone who were
heading in the direction of the private fishing lakes. One male was in possession of a fishing rod and
a small amount of fishing equipment and it is suspected that they were there to poach. There had
been another suspected fishing offence in the same location recently. Officers carried out high
visibility patrolling around Lullingstone Castle, Roman Villa and the visitors centre, Penhsurst Place,
Chiddingstone Castle, Ide Hill, areas of high footfall and public engagement following these
incidents. Op Salmon

PC Perry has been liaising with Thanet District Environmental Crime Team in relation to a vehicle
involved in fly tipping near Manston Airport.

Following information received from Dover District Council, regarding a waste clearing company
based in Sandwich, RLT officers attended this location. Two males were spoken to and are under
investigation for a number of Fly-Tipping’s in the Dover District. They have been charged with three
counts of fly tipping each and bailed to attend Folkestone Magistrates Court.

PC’s Lingham and Pennicott were engaged with a joint operation with Sevenoaks District council
tackling waste carriers and fly-tipping vehicles. Four vehicles were stopped. One driver and vehicle
were reported for No Insurance and for driving licence offences with his vehicle seized as a result.

In further Op Salmon work PC’s Callaghan and Reed attended an address in Coxheath in respect of a
Poaching incident that took place in Torry Hill in March. A male was spoken to, interviewed under
caution and reported for Summons for the offence of Poaching by Day.

RLT Officers alongside dog handlers and RSPCA Special Operations Team executed an RSPCA
Warrant under the Animal Welfare Act concerning the mutilation of a dogs ears. The dog was
located at the property, examined by the RSPCA and seized by the team. The male has been
reported for offences under Section 5 of the Animal Welfare Act 2006 relating to mutilation and the
dog will remain in possession of the RSPCA until a prosecution decision is made.

In relation to suspected fish poaching offences in Horsmonden , PC’s Lingham and Pennicott hand
delivered warning letters to the Registered Owners of the vehicles involved. The letters explain that
the area is a private river and if they are seen there again Kent Police will be looking to prosecute
them. (Op Salmon)
As a result of a multi-agency operation with Dover District Council and the RSPCA, three males were
arrested in Canterbury and Dover in relation to fly tipping. One of the males has been charged with
three counts of fly tipping. Searches were conducted at the locations and a van was seized along
with other items such as phones. One of the locations had been used to store stolen property
including a Wacka Plate which was returned to the victim who made a positive identification of it.

PC’s Reed and Callaghan attended an address in Ashford to serve a Community Protection Notice to
a male involved in persistent hare coursing which was served to the man in question. This is the
fourth such notice issued to identify persistent offenders who engage in this activity. This provides
the Police with further powers to prevent poaching taking place. (Op Salmon)

Kind regards, Darren Walshaw
07870 252185 or darren.walshaw@kent.pnn.police.uk
Follow the team on Twitter @ Kent Police Rural
Team Email : rural.liaison.team@kent.pnn.police.uk

