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Newchurch Parish Council 

 

(photo M Sharpe) 

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting 2025-4 held on Monday 7th April 2025 in-person and in-public at The Old 

Wool Store, Brooker Farm, Newchurch Lane, Romney Marsh, TN29 0DT. At 7.39pm Chairman Colin 

Woollard opened the meeting.  

Unique 
Minute 

Number 

Agenda 
Heading 

Record 
Action by whom 
and within what 

timescale 

2025-4-1 Persons 
Present 

Parish Councillors Colin Woollard, Tony Goode, Scott 
Fielding Invited speaker Tony Hills (Folkestone & Hythe 
District Councillor/Kent County Councillor); Officer, Mr 
Michael Sharpe (Clerk & Responsible Financial 
Officer/RFO to Newchurch Parish Council/ NPC).  

 

2025-4-2 Apologies  Parish Councillor Michelle Barden  
2025-4-3 Declarations 

of Interest 
The Chairman reminded all Parish Councillors to declare 
any conflicts of interest in the business before them. No 
declaration was made. 

 

2025-4-4 Approval of 
minutes of 
previous 
Parish 
Council 
meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 3rd March 
2025 were examined, discussed and unanimously 
APPROVED. Proposed S Fielding, seconded A Goode. 
The Clerk filed the signed Minutes in the loose-leaf 
binder immediately. 

ACTION Clerk 
to update 
website by 15th 
April. 

2025-4-5 Matters 
Arising 

Under Minute 2025-1 Mr Sharpe sought further 
particulars about the purchase of flags for the 
Newchurch Village Sign. After due debate, Councillors 
RESOLVED to use s.137 LGA 72 powers to purchase 
from an established supplier in accordance with NPC 
Financial Regulation 5.10 

ACTION Cllr 
Woollard to 
arrange fitting, 
by 7th May 

2025-4-6 Invited 
speakers 
and public 
participation 

KCC & FHDC Councillor Tony Hills attended in person 
to present his April 2025 Annual report, previously 
circulated by email. He covered the following topics: 
Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) – Potholes – 
Water Management + Climate Change – Romney Marsh 
Visitor Centre – Dungeness Nuclear Site – ‘South Kent 
Energy Park’ solar farm – ‘Dial-a-Ride’ Community 
Transport scheme. Councillors were keen to pose 
questions on these and related issues. Chairman Colin 
Woollard thanked Cllr Hills for attending in person. 
No members of the public attended. 

 

2025-4-7 
 
 
 
 

FINANCIAL 
REPORTS 
 
 
 

A. Mr Sharpe as RFO informed Councillors that the 
monies at bank on 6th April totalled £6,358.69 according 
to the online statements. The Bank reconciliation against 
the NPC accounting records was duly signed by Cllr 
Fielding.  
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2025-4-7 
(continued) 
 

FINANCIAL 
REPORTS 
(ctd) 

B. After due debate, Councillors RESOLVED to pay the 
following: 
Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC) Subscription 
April 2025 to March 2026 £166.27 + VAT £36.25 = 
£199.52 
His Majesty’s Revenue & Customs (HMRC) Clerk’s 
Income Tax £5.40 NO VAT Michael Sharpe, Clerk 
Salary 11th January to 10th April 2025 £541.59 NO VAT 

(3 cheques totalling £746.51) 
2025-4-8 Personal 

Memorial 
Bench on 
Jubilee 
Field 

Councillors considered further details of the planned 
bench. After due consideration, they RESOLVED to 
allow the applicant to purchase the bench and plaque, 
and to have access through the locked gate for 
installation. 

ACTION Cllr 
Woollard to 
check suitable 
location on the 
Field, for field 
drainage and 
grass cutting 
purposes.  
ACTION Cllr 
Fielding to 
contact 
applicant 
personally. 
ACTION Clerk 
to post relevant 
paperwork to 
applicant, by 
18th April. 

2025-4-9 Casual 
vacancy for 
Parish 
Councillor 

Cllr Woollard reported no volunteers, despite having 
approached a number of prominent citizens of the 
parish. 

ACTION Clerk 
to arrange re-
advertisement 
and approach 
previous 
prospects, when 
convenient. 

2025-4-10 Correspond
ence: 

Councillors noted recent postal items received from 
FHDC regarding: Local Plan ‘Call for Sites’ and Housing 
and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA). 
After due discussion they RESOLVED to keep the items 
on file for 24 months. 

ACTION Clerk 
to file. 

2025-4-11 Information-
sharing 

Nothing of note   

2025-4-12 Date, time 
and place of 
next NPC 
Meeting 

 ACTION Clerk 
to book the 
Community 
Room in the 
Village Hall, and 
arrange for 
agenda and 
summons to go 
out, by Tuesday 
29th April 2025. 

The Chairman Colin Woollard thanked all those present for their contributions, and declared the Parish 

Council meeting closed at 8.23 pm. END. 


