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Welcome to Rural Matters

Latest news

Welcome to Rural Matters. See inside for the latest on the Kent Police Rural Task Force. There are now more officers countywide
dedicated to tackling and preventing crime in the countryside. We’ve the latest news on how these officers, partners and colleagues
are working to protect and support Kent’s rural communities. Email your Rural Task Force team – rural.task.force@kent.police.uk

My Community Voice – new app to keep in touch through two-way digital messaging
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More rural contact information, see back page.

Report non-urgent crime online

Go to www.kent.police.uk/report

Twitter account
Your Rural Task Force PCs
have a Twitter account
@kentruralpolice
The team regularly Tweets
updates on what they’ve been
doing and any live incidents.

Report a crime, incident or non-injury
collision in minutes
Receive your confirmation email and
reference number immediately
To remain anonymous contact Kent Crimestoppers online or call 0800 555 111.
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Follow for the
latest news and
information.

Kent Police is launching a new
two-way digital messaging service
called My Community Voice.
The new MCV app will help Kent
and Medway residents, businesses
and community groups keep in
touch with their local policing teams,
including Rural Task Force officers.
The service will send updates about
what’s happening in local areas
and information about appeals.
Because it’s two-way, it will enable
communities to interact – My Community
Voice is more than just a messaging
service; it allows people to reply
to the alerts that local teams send,
share information and tell officers
about issues affecting them.
The service doesn’t require an internet
connection so it’s not only limited to
those who have access to the internet.
Superintendent Peter Steenhuis, of
Kent Police Partnerships, said: ‘My
Community Voice is an innovative way for
us to engage with communities across

Kent, using digital technology to keep
people up to date with news, alerts,
appeals, events and general policing
activities in a way that suits them.
‘We’ll also gain an ongoing
understanding of what’s important
to residents, community groups,
and businesses and an insight into
specific areas of concern which
they may not have reported in a
more formal way – which local
policing teams can respond to.
‘My Community Voice will enhance
how we communicate with all
members of our community in
an accessible way, continuing
to build on our work supporting
resilient and safe communities,
reducing and preventing crime.’
Details of how to sign up to My
Community Voice will be available
through the My Community Voice website
mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk and
via the Kent Police website, or ask
your local policing teams for details.

The unique platform means
people who register with it can:
• Choose exactly what information
they receive and how they
receive it – by text, voicemail,
or email and change their
preferences at any time.
• Choose topics of specific interest
like rural crime, Neighbourhood
Watch, events or jobs.
• Share information, forward
alerts, or reply to messages
if people have details about
a particular subject.

Mounted team out on patrol
Special Constable Alaine
Benardis and her pony Jack
have joined the Rural Task
Force. They are the force’s
only mounted team and have
been patrolling the New Ash
Green area since 2014.
Since October they’ve been
part of the Specials Rural
Task Force, seven special
officers dedicated to tackling
rural crime like hare coursing
and farm machinery theft.
Alaine and Jack, who’s 21,
will continue community
patrols, offering reassurance,
gaining intelligence and
positive activities like
the ‘Pass Wide and Slow
Campaign,’ to raise motorist’s
awareness of passing horses
safely (see page 7).
Alaine said: ‘This is an
exciting opportunity to
work with colleagues with
a specialist knowledge
of rural crime.’

National wildlife crime accreditation
for Rural Task Force specials
Special Sgt Oliver Woodrow and Special Constable Michael
Davies are now fully accredited wildlife crime officers.
They are part of the Rural Task Force and have now increased
the number of qualified wildlife crime officers in Kent to 16
after successfully completing the one-week course in their own
time. The officers will share their specialist knowledge of
wildlife offences when working with colleagues and planning
operations. S/Sgt Woodrow said: ‘The law around wildlife
offences can be complex. The course has not only given me a
theoretical knowledge of legislation but a practical
understanding of why some of these offences take place.’
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Latest news
Suspected
puppy farm
The Rural Task Force with the
RSPCA executed four search
warrants on 22 September in
the Gravesham area to tackle
suspected puppy farming.
One person was arrested
and five others interviewed. A
total of 36 dogs and three
cats were seized along with
more than £10,000 cash.

Stolen scout group
vehicle returned
A report on Farm Watch led to
the return of a vehicle stolen
from a local scout group. It
had been reported the John
Deere Gator was hidden in
woods at Meopham. Rural
Task Force officers identified
the vehicle had been stolen
from the scout group
overnight. It was recovered
and returned.

Be alert to GPS
thefts from tractors
A GPS navigation system
worth around £16,000 was
reported stolen from a tractor
in Newchurch in the early
hours of the morning. There
were a number of similar
thefts at the same time last
year in West Kent. The
equipment is often targeted
for sale abroad. Farmers were
asked to check CCTV and be
alert to suspicious activity.
The serial number has been
reported and logged as stolen.

4

Protected heron reported shot
A man has been interviewed
by Rural Task Force officers
about the shooting of a heron
– a protected species.
The large bird was reported
to have been shot dead in the
Chalk Hill area of Ramsgate on
16 October around 11am.
Herons are a protected
species under the Wildlife and
Countryside Act 1981 and
have Green conservation
status in the UK.
Officers from the Rural Task
Force, who all hold wildlife
crime accreditations,
interviewed a man in
connection with the incident
and seized a weapon.
Wildlife charity the RSPB said
the birds, which have a six
foot wing span in flight, are
protected, with fines or jail
sentences issued for offences.
The maximum penalties for
killing a heron are a fine of up
to £5,000, and up to six
months in prison.
There are three species of
heron found commonly in
Britain, the Grey Heron found in
lakes and rivers throughout the
country; the Little Egret which
has recently colonised southern
Britain, and the Bittern found in
a few reedbed reserves.

Hare coursing – cross border action

Beach hut breakins – keep your
property secure

Rural Sergeant Darren
Walshaw said: ‘Our Rural Task
Force team are all fully trained
Wildlife Crime Officers. We
work with organisations like
the RSPB and the RSPCA to

investigate cases where
protected animals are illegally
harmed, trapped or killed. We
remain committed to working
to support them when they
investigate such offences.’

Farm Watch WhatsApp
Farm Watch WhatsApp now
has over 1,500 members
across the county sharing
information directly to the
Rural Task Force team.
Officers act upon the
information received and the
results obtained with their
help have seen property, such
as stolen farm machinery and
equipment successfully
recovered.
Anyone from within the rural
community wishing to join
please email the RTF at rural.
task.force@kent.police.uk

The Rural Task Force is part of
a new partnership with six
other police forces to tackle
hare coursing.
Underpinning local action
against offenders, Kent Police
will work with Bedfordshire,
Cambridge, Herefordshire,
Norfolk, Suffolk and Essex as
one when using certain
powers – including sharing
interactions and movements
and seizing dogs.
Rural Task Force Sergeant
Darren Walshaw said: ‘This
agreement allows us to use
anti-social behaviour legislation
across the counties. Someone
found to be committing hare
coursing offences across
several borders will be dealt
with as if all of their criminality
had occurred in one county and
a prosecution can start sooner.
‘If someone is involved with
three incidents of anti-social
behaviour linked to hare
coursing, they’ll be prosecuted
regardless of where those
offences were committed. This
is an encouraging step in our

efforts to tackle this crime.’
The agreement is backed by
the Crown Prosecution Service.
Sgt Walshaw added: ‘This
autumn the team has been
busy tackling Op Galileo
offences, which continue to be
reported in relation to all
poaching offences not just
hare coursing. There have
been reports of considerable
damage to crops, gates and
grassland, any information

about those involved is
valuable information to the
team. It is really important all
incidents are reported, either
via 999 if in progress, 101,
through the Country Eye App
or online and quote Op Galileo.’

What is hare coursing?
The illegal blood sport, using dogs to chase down and kill
hares, traditionally begins when fields are harvested and
ploughed. Banned in 2004, hare coursing is not only an
animal welfare issue it damages crops and farmland and
threatens the rural community, with intimidation and
sometimes violence against landowners.
Officers investigating the crime need details to pursue
possible offenders – anyone seeing suspicious activity should:
• Record and report the date, time and location of the activity.
• Describe any vehicles, people, dogs and where they
are heading.
• Include the vehicle make, model and colour along with
any unique features, as well as the registration number.

Factfile – Rural Task Force latest
• Rural Task Force officers seized weapons and arrested 14 people as part of their efforts to combat
rural crime in October. They also seized 18 vehicles and issued 14 notices for traffic offences.
• The team now works with all 13 local authorities across the county to proactively tackle fly
tipping and illegal waste carriers. The team worked alongside local authorities in Swale, Thanet,
Dover and Maidstone, with a number of fines issued to people dumping waste illegally and
vehicles seized.
Farm Watch WhatsApp is a tool to share information
directly with the team and not to be used to report
crime. Any crimes should be reported in the usual
way; 999 if a crime is in progress or 101 and online if
non-urgent and don’t forget the Country Eye App.

• Rural Task Force officers have a wide remit across rural crime types. They are fully trained
Wildlife Crime Officers and work closely with partners across areas such as heritage, animal
welfare and environmental crime.
• Farm Watch membership continues to grow and has proved a great asset for the team and rural
community. Anyone interested in joining their local group please email the RTF at
rural.task.force@kent.police.uk

Break-ins at beach huts have
prompted a warning to
owners to take steps to keep
them secure.
Locks were damaged on huts
in Sea Road, Westgate-on-Sea
and a telescope and binoculars
reported stolen overnight
between Saturday 23 October
and 11.50am the next day.
Paddleboards, saucepans
and binoculars were also
reported missing from a hut in
Westbrook Bay, Margate, after
8pm on 21 October.
Thanet Community Safety
Unit Sergeant Paul Robson
said: ‘We want to remind
beach hut owners to review
security and take simple steps
to protect their property now
the summer season is over.’
• Don’t leave anything of value
in your hut at any time.
• Lock windows and doors
securely.
• Lock doors with at least one
good quality closed-shackle
padlock.
• Consider fitting a bar lock
and/or a monitored alarm.
• Security-mark property left
in your hut and keep a
photographic record of any
items.
• Look after your hut and
make regular checks, to
deter vandals.
• Don’t leave flammable
substances/matches inside
or materials which could be
used to commit crime, like
tools.
• Shutters or curtains can
prevent thieves looking in.
Anyone who saw anything
suspicious in either area,
contact Kent Police 01843
222289 ref 46/216187/21.
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County news
Anti-social riding –
CCTV reveals riders
doing wheelies
Motorbike riders caught on
CCTV doing wheelies on a road
without wearing helmets have
been issued with S.59 warnings.
Rural Task Force officers
stopped four men at an
industrial estate at Lodge Road,
Staplehurst, after reports of
anti-social riding of motorbikes
and scooters. A fifth bike made
off across fields after seeing
police. After speaking with
witnesses and reviewing the
CCTV, three of the riders were
issued with the warnings.

Horse seizure policy
Seized horses are only in Kent
Police’s possession for 21 days
maximum. Officers try to locate
owners and put up posters.
When owners come forward
they are required to pay a fixed
tariff. Any horse unclaimed
after 21 days is rehomed.

Farm machinery –
keep it safe
Theft of machinery and other
items from rural locations
continues to be reported.
The Rural Task Force are
reminding farmers, landowners
and rural property owners to
regularly review their security
• Ensure sheds/ barns are
locked and thoroughly
secure when not in use.
• Remember to record and
mark all property serial
numbers so these can be
passed to the police if you
become a victim of crime.
Anyone with information about
suspected crime can contact
the independent charity
Crimestoppers anonymously by
calling 0800 555 111 or using
the anonymous online form.
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Community news

Pass Wide and Slow Campaign – horse safety ride out

Community voices brought together by local PCSO

Driving with care and
consideration when
approaching horses on the
road was the key message of
the national Pass Wide and
Slow Campaign to encourage
motorists to drive safely
around riders.
Medway Community Safety
Unit PSCOs Sean Humphrey
and Jeanette Reed cover wards
like Bredhurst, which are more
rural than other parts of the
area. After horse riders locally
reported experiences where
vehicle drivers had startled their
animals, the officers joined
them when they took part in a
national Pass Wide and Slow
initiative in September – riding
across their wards.
PCSO Sean Humphreys said:
‘Thankfully, collisions
involving horse riders and
cars are rare and we want to
keep it that way – that’s why
we were more than happy to
show our support to such an
important campaign.
‘If you do see a horse on the

Using singing to bring members of rural
communities together has given Police
Community Support Officer Deborah
Forsyth the opportunity to lift their spirits
and help them feel safe during the
pandemic.
The PCSO covers rural Thanet villages
including Minster. She set up community
choir, Village Voices, in 2019 to combat
loneliness and give people a chance to
meet up with a common interest.
They met weekly at Minter’s Salvation
Army Community Hall and during the
pandemic rehearsals continued online.
These sessions enabled people to stay
connected when they had to isolate or
couldn’t leave the house. The choir now
has over 70 members.
Deborah’s work was recently recognised
through the Community Awards Scheme,
organised by the Kent Association of
Local Councils. It recognises those
making a significant contribution to their
local community.
And fittingly Deborah was able to receive
her award during the choir’s first rehearsal
back together in person in September.

roads, please slow down your
speed and only pass when it is
safe to do so. That includes
not overtaking on the approach
to a corner and ensuring you
leave plenty of space so you
don’t startle the horse.’
The British Horse Society

also launched its ‘Dead Slow’
campaign last year to help
educate drivers to take proper
care and also to encourage
reporting dangerous and
irresponsible driving to police,
particularly where helmet
cams are worn.

E-scooter action – be aware of the regulations
Targeted patrols in the
Tonbridge and Hildenborough
area were aimed at deterring
the illegal use of electric
scooters on roads and in
public areas – following
safety concerns.
Riders found breaking the
law were initially spoken to
and given advice and
reminders on current
legislation. But anyone stopped
and found to have ignored
previous warnings, faced being
fined or having their e-scooters
seized and destroyed.
One e-scooter was recently
confiscated by officers after a
teenager was stopped and
found to have no insurance.
PC Ed Moore, of Tonbridge
and Malling Community Safety

Unit, said: ‘We’re aware of
reports of people riding
e-scooters to work or to the
train station, as well as the
dangerous use of these
vehicles on pavements, which
can pose serious risks to the
safety of pedestrians including
elderly people.
‘Owners need to be aware
that e-scooters fall under the
same laws and regulations
that apply to all motor
vehicles and that they require
insurance, road tax, a valid
driving licence and
registration. It is also
important to understand that
the law currently states that
e-scooters are not permitted
for use on public roads,
pavements, cycle lanes and or

in pedestrian-only areas. They
are only permitted on private
land with the landowner’s
permission and in certain
parts of the country where
the Government has
permitted trials.’
Further advice is available on
the government website.

PCSO Forsyth and Village Voices at their recent performance.

She said: ‘It’s really lovely to know that
the work you do as a PCSO is
appreciated. The idea behind the choir
was to bring the community together,
give people a chance to lift their spirits
through singing and, at the same time, if
anyone has concerns about crime or an
anti-social behaviour issue, or needs
support in some other way, then they can
talk to me.’
On 30 October the choir took part in a

concert with other performers at the
church of St Mary’s-in-Thanet to help
raise funds for the Minster Clock Face
Restoration Appeal. The concert raised
over £900. Sergeant Paul Robson of
Thanet Community Safety Unit said: ‘A
PCSO’s role is as much about supporting
local residents as it is about crime
prevention and detection. So it is no
surprise the choir has attracted a
membership of 70 people.’

Community clean up effort keeps memorial gardens in good shape
As a Royal Artillery veteran
Kent Police Community Support
Officer Adrian Butterworth took
on a cause close to his heart
for a community clean up.
He was determined the
Trinity Memorial Gardens in
Thanet were at their best for
the Remembrance service he
attends every year.
With help from colleagues,
Kent Fire and Rescue Service,
Thanet District Council, Kent
County Council, as well as
Margate’s mayor, local
councillors and veterans from
Age UK they set about a
community clean up, with
everyone happy to pick up
tools and get the job done.
PCSO Butterworth, pictured
right, is hoping that the clean
up on 3 November will inspire
others to do something similar
in their own communities.

He said: ‘I attend the
Remembrance service every
year. Obviously the council
would normally have carried
out the maintenance of it,
however I just thought it
would be nice to give
something back to the
community.
‘As a crime prevention
officer for Kent Police, I know
that keeping areas tidy, clean
and free of rubbish
encourages people to take
pride in where they live. If a
place is unkempt, covered in
litter or graffiti and looks
uncared for, it can attract
further anti-social behaviour
and crime. A simple activity
such as this can have a big
impact on where you live. By
working together Trinity
Memorial Gardens was looking
lovely within a few hours.’
PCSOs Ollie Fletcher and Lorissa
Butcher pick up litter
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Partnerships
Rural team working with partners to protect rural communities

Countryside Code
Remember
• Enjoy the countryside
and respect its life
and work
• Guard against all
risk of fire
• Leave all gates as you
found them
• Keep pets under close control
• Keep to public paths across farmland
• Use gates and stiles to cross
fences, hedges and walls
• Leave livestock, crops and
machinery alone

The team use their expertise to support Local Neighbourhood Policing Teams, PCSOs or
core response officers. The team are all fully trained Wildlife Crime Officers.

Key partners working with Kent Police to keep rural communities safe
Crime Rural Advisory Group
CRAG formed in 2012, brings together
main rural stakeholders, including the
National Farmers Union and Country Land
& Business Association – representing
a large percentage of land occupancy
countywide. They bring their own insights
to CRAG to help keep Kent Police informed
on ever-changing issues in rural Kent.
web: www.btfpartnership.co.uk
email: michael.bax@btfpartnership.co.uk
phone: Michael Bax 01233 740077

Kent Association of Local Councils
KALC is a not for profit membership
organisation serving member parish and
town councils and parish meetings in Kent
and Medway. It offers training, advice
and services to member councils. KLAC
works with rural officers to disseminate
information on their behalf, and to gather
crime information from towns and parishes.
web: www.kentalc.gov.uk
email: kalc@kentalc.gov.uk
phone: 01304 820173

National Farmers Union
The NFU champions British farming and
provides professional representation
and services to its farmer and grower
members. Around 70 per cent of full time
farmers are NFU members. They aim
to support Kent Police to engage with
members’ extensive local knowledge,

working in partnership with CRAG and
other stake holder organisations.
web: www.nfuonline.com
email: isobel.bretherton@nfu.org.uk
phone: 01730 711950

Kent Fire and Rescue Service
KFRS is responsible for delivering fire
and rescue services to more than 1.7
million people. Each year fire officers
deal with around 16,500 incidents
including road crashes, house and
barn fires and more than 2,400 nonfire rescues. KFRS works with the Kent
Police, NFU, and CRAG to provide safety
and risk reduction advice to support the
agricultural business community.
web: www.kent.fire-uk.org
email: enquiries@kentfire-uk.org
phone: 01622 692121

Historic England
Historic England is a public body which
looks after England’s historic environment.
There are over 400,000 protected sites and
buildings in England and Historic England
works across a range of partnership to
prevent the loss and damage to our shared
cultural heritage. Former Kent police officer
Mark Harrison advises the organisation and
works closely with rural officers and CRAG.
web: www.historicengland.org.uk
email: southeast@HistoricEngland.org.uk
phone: 01483 252020

Country Land & Business Association
The CLA is the membership organisation
for owners of land, property and
businesses in rural England and Wales and
has been safeguarding the interests of
landowners, and those with an economic,
social and environmental interest in rural
land for more than 112 years. The CLA
South East Office works closely with the
Kent Police to help achieve these aims.
web: www.cla.org.uk
email: southeast@cla.org.uk
phone: 01264 313434

