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Newchurch Parish Council 

Minutes of Meeting 2021-6 held on Monday 28th June 2021 in person at Newchurch Village Hall.  

At 7.30 pm Chairman Cllr Apps welcomed all participants to the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting. 

Unique 
Minute 
Number 

Agenda 
Heading 

Record Action by whom and 
within what timescale 

2021-6-1 Persons 
Present 

Councillors Trevor Apps (Chairman), Alison 
Youd, Tony Goode, Deborah Woollard; Officers 
Mrs Valerie Denby (Responsible Financial 
Officer / RFO to Newchurch Parish Council/ 
NPC), Mr Michael Sharpe (Clerk to NPC), one 
member of the public.  

 

2021-6-2 Apologies None  
2021-6-3 Declarations 

of Interest  
The Chairman reminded Councillors of their 
obligation to declare any interest, pecuniary or 
otherwise, before each item begins to be 
discussed.  

 

2021-6-4 Final Minutes 
of previous 
meeting 

The minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 
24th May 2021 were examined and discussed 
and unanimously APPROVED. Proposed A 
Goode seconded D Woollard.  

ACTION Clerk to 
place signed copy in 
Minute Book and 
update website, by 9th 
July. 

2021-6-5 Matters 
Arising 

None  

2021-6-6 FINANCIAL 
REPORT 

T Apps declared an interest in this item as he 
was a payee for a reimbursement, and took no 
further part in the discussion.  
Mrs Denby reported that bank balances were 
£14,340.89 (current) and £0.06 (deposit), with 
two incoming small payments and three 
outgoing cheques to be added to the calculation. 
Cllr Goode, being a non-signatory for cheques, 
signed the bank reconciliation in accordance 
with NPC Financial Regulation 2.2. 
A cheque paid between meetings was reported 
under Financial Regulation 6.6:  
S D B Rutt Airfield Memorial 50% contribution to 
replacement interpretation panels £695 inc VAT 
There were 7 cheques for payment at the 
meeting as follows: 
Hopkins, St Mary’s Bay, Defibrillator 
Maintenance Jan-Dec 2021, £226.80 inc VAT 
Cleverley & Spencer Ltd, Dover upgrade to 
Airfield Memorial 50%deposit £3600.30 inc VATl 
M Sharpe (Clerk) Salary Apr to mid-Jun 2021 
inclusive  £441.68 
HMRC Clerk’s Income Tax same period £16.60 
T Apps reimbursement for emergency repairs to 
broken glass in Parish Council Noticeboard 
£12.65  
Newchurch Village Hall Committee hire of hall 
for May meeting of PC £8.00 no VAT 
V Denby RFO postage £12.26 no VAT 
The RFO’s report was accepted and the 
payments approved, proposed, A Youd 
seconded D Woollard, all in favour. 
 
 

ACTION: V Denby to 
arrange storage of 
signed bank 
reconciliation 
documents for audit 
trail. 
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2021-6-7 Planning 
Applications, 
Listed 
Building 
Consents, 
Tree Works 

None received in time for the agenda. The Clerk 
informed Councillors that Application 21/0791 
The Manor House, Newchurch, TN29 0DL 
Conversion of a stable block and barn to home-
office/playroom and art studio is under 
consultation, comments to be made by 29th July 

ACTION Clerk to 
place on agenda for 
July meeting. All 
Councillors to access 
the documents online 
and form an opinion 
for discussion, by 26th 
July. 

2021-6-8 Solar Lights 
on Village 
Sign 

After due debate, the Council RESOLVED to 
purchase the most suitable type of solar-
powered lighting and arrange for its installation, 
proposed D Woollard, seconded T Apps. 

ACTION T Apps to 
oversee purchase and 
fitting and report to 
Councillors by email 
as appropriate, by end 
August. 

2021-6-9 Co-option of 
new Parish 
Councillor 

The Clerk informed the Council that no petition 
for an election to fill the Casual Vacancy caused 
by the resignation of Cllr A Cragg had been 
received by Folkestone & Hythe District Council 
(FHDC). He advised that the Parish Council was 
therefore able to co-opt by resolution. The 
member of the public attending the meeting, Mr 
Colin Woollard, agreed to be considered for co-
option. At this point Cllr D Woollard declared an 
interest in the matter since the candidate is her 
spouse, and she took no further part in this item 
of business. 
After due deliberation, noting that the Vacancy 
had been advertised on the website and Parish 
Notice Board, the Parish Council RESOLVED to 
co-opt C Woollard. Proposed T Apps, seconded 
A Goode, all in favour. 

ACTION Clerk to 
arrange for signature 
of Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office, 
completion of 
Declaration of 
Pecuniary Interest 
Form, updating of 
FHDC records, and 
useable Parish 
Council email 
address, as soon as 
feasible. 

2021-6-10 Village Hall 
Wi-fi 

A Youd asked if it was possible to involve the 
Parish Council’s Information Technology (IT) 
contractor in upgrading the facilities within the 
Village Hall, to allow more flexible NPC 
meetings. 
After discussion, Councillors accepted the 
principle of paying for venue hire generally, and 
RESOLVED to look in more detail at venues 
which might be used for PC meetings under 
COVID restrictions and insurance requirements, 
proposed T Apps, seconded A Youd. 

ACTION A Youd to 
act in her capacity of 
Village Hall 
Committee member to 
pursue an IT 
consultation with 
Warren IT. 
ACTION T Apps to 
approach A Cragg 
about future venue 
hire. 

2021-6-11 Westgate site 
complaints 

The Council noted recent emails from residents 
about continuing disturbance at the industrial 
site outside permitted working hours. It 
RESOLVED to collate residents’ concerned and 
escalate a complaint through FHDC’s system. 

ACTION Clerk to 
continue email 
correspondence with 
FHDC and copy to 
Borough Councillors, 
by 15th July. 

2021-6-12 Corresponde
nce 

The Council noted another recent email from 
residents suggesting that Minutes and Agendas 
could be publicised through Facebook. 
It also noted a consultation exercise through 
KALC with the Kent Police and Crime 
Commissioner’s Office on rural crime problems. 

ACTION D Woollard 
to arrange links 
through NPC 
Facebook page, when 
convenient. 
ACTION Clerk to 
respond to KALC, by 
6th July. 
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2021-6-13 Exchange of 
informal 
information 

T Apps informed Councillors that A Cragg 
proposed to remain a FHDC representative on 
the Romney Marsh Internal Drainage Board. He 
also raised the possibility of a bench being 
added to the Spinney Memorial once the 
interpretation hub work was further on. 
V Denby informed Councillors of a broken 
footbridge on Public Footpath HM195, which 
had been reported to Kent County Council 
Public Rights of Way (PROW). 

 

2021-6-14 Next 
meetings 

The Council RESOLVED to set meeting dates of 
26th July (2021), 6th September, 4th October, 1st 
November, 6th December, 10th January (2022), 
7th February, 7th March, 4th April, 9th May, subject 
to Government restrictions and changes nearer 
those dates, The meeting venue is to be 
advised, T Apps, seconded A Youd. 

ACTION Clerk to 
update website, and 
prepare and circulate 
papers for July 
meeting, by 20th July. 

The Chairman declared the Parish Council meeting to be concluded at 8.28 pm. END. 


