PS Walshaw states
The team have just completed 3 days at the Kent Police Open day and it was great to meet so many
people who were interested in the work of the team. The event was again a success even with the
heat of Saturday. I would like to personally thank our partners from the RSPCA, Maidstone Council,
Canterbury Archaeological Trust and Angling Trust who supported our display this year. I would also
like to thank our sponsors for the new Rural Task Force pull up banners, Historic England, NFU, NFU
Mutual and BASC. If you were not able to make the Open Day then please come and see us at the
County Show 5th, 6th and 7th July.

The Farm Watch Whats App is going from strength to strength with the numbers in the groups
slowly increasing. The benefits of the App have already been recognised and as such the rural team
now have permission to roll out the Farm Watch Whats App across the county. If you would like to
be part of this please contact the team who will guide you through the process.
Some of the successes so far;
Following information received from the Farm Watch, a vehicle that was reported as acting
suspiciously around farms in Kent was flagged to our colleagues and was located and seized in
Slough. It was found with a tank full of red diesel with a further tank located in the rear. Several
items of stolen property located and returned to the owners. Numerous reports of suspicious
activity which have increased the intelligence picture for the team. Offenders of fly tipping have
been prosecuted as a result of the information received through Farm Watch. The continued and

increased success of this scheme is only possible with the community support. I would like to
remind you though that the Farm Watch Whats App is not to be used to report crime, it is a tool to
share information directly with the team. Any crimes should be reported in the usual way; 999 if a
crime in progress or 101 and online if slow time. Not forgetting the Country Eye App again for slow
time reporting.
Here is a snapshot of the work carried out by the Rural Task Force (RTF) over the last six weeks.

Thefts
Officers attended the location of a digger theft in Hollingbourne. The CCTV was unfortunately not
sufficient for identification of any suspects. Enquiries are ongoing.

PC’s Pennicott and Smith carried out follow up work in relation to a burglary at a nursery in
Gillingham. The offenders had stolen two disc cutters, a whacker plate and a trench rammer to the
approximate value of £5000. Some of the stolen items had been fitted with tracking devices which
activated at a location in Chatham.
An IO frequency device was used to locate the items inside a vehicle. Checks showed this vehicle to
have an owner and to be insured in Scotland. The vehicle was locked but access was gained through
a window and all the stolen items were located in the back. The vehicle and tools were seized for
forensic examination and an item of clothing was also found inside which will be checked for DNA.

RTF officers were flagged down by a local policing patrol in Swanley who had been dealing with a
road traffic collision when a member of the public had approached them reporting their vehicle had
been stolen. It was confirmed that the stolen vehicle was fitted with a tracker and was subsequently
located in Swanley by traffic patrols and recovered.
Officers responded to a report of a burglary at an industrial estate in Sittingbourne where the keys
had been stolen for all the company vehicles along with two of the vehicles. One of these vehicles
was located abandoned in Faversham and was seized by local units. Searches for the other stolen
vehicle were conducted around local areas but no trace of the vehicle was found and enquiries
continue.
Whilst travelling to work along the A249 towards Sittingbourne PC Goodsall spotted a vehicle
travelling on the opposite carriageway towards Sheerness. It was towing a caravan and in his rear
view mirror PC Goodsall noticed that the caravan had no rear registration plate, this raised his
suspicions. ANPR checks were conducted when PC Goodsall arrived at Faversham Police Station
which showed the vehicle travelling on the A249, Sheppey Crossing towing the caravan.
The RTF decided to try and intercept the vehicle on its route back off the island to identify who was
currently using it. The vehicle was located on the A2 and stopped at a service station at Dunkirk. The
vehicle occupant were both known to the officers. Driving documents were checked and they were
sent on their way.
The RTF then deployed to the Leysdown area to try and locate the unidentified caravan. PC
Callaghan then received a call from a farmer in Deal reporting he had a caravan stolen overnight. A
short time later a caravan was located at the location being searched by the officers, matching the
description of the caravan being towed earlier in the day. A male was arrested on suspicion of
handling stolen goods. The caravan was checked and confirmed to be the same caravan stolen from
Deal. The male occupants of the vehicle that had towed the stolen caravan could not be located at
their home addresses on the day. The investigation is ongoing.

PC’s Smith and Pennicott carried out follow up enquiries at a church in Boxley in relation to two
thefts of lead from the roof.

A suspect vehicle was identified. PS Walshaw and PC’s Pennicott, Callaghan, Goodsall, Southern,
Sutton and Smith carried out enquiries in Maidstone following the vehicle activating cameras in the
area. PC Pennicott located the vehicle in Maidstone which was stopped in a supermarket car park.
The only occupant confirmed he was the owner of the vehicle. He was of a similar description to
one of the males from the lead theft and was arrested on suspicion of Theft. During a search of the
car further evidence linked to the offence was located. The vehicle was seized for being used in
crime and will be forensically examined.
A search was also carried out at the male’s home address where again further evidence possibly
linking occupants of the property to the offence was secured. The victim of the theft had provided
an image placing the suspect vehicle at the scene of the offence. The male was further arrested at
custody for possession of a bladed article as a knife was located in the vehicle. Following arrival in
custody it was established that the male was also wanted for a domestic Grievous Bodily Harm
offence in August 2018 and had been thought to have left the country. He was further arrested for
this offence as well.

The West team deployed to Sevenoaks where a suspected stolen vehicle had been identified. The
vehicle was pursued but was lost in the Orpington area. Following this the occupants then decamped
from the vehicle. ID from a victim of a stolen vehicle was found in the rear of the vehicle along with
number plates from other vehicles. The vehicle used was confirmed to be stolen.
Images have been obtained from a victim of a reported stolen digger who had contacted the team
questioning whether it may have been his stolen digger used to remove an ATM at Hempstead
Valley. Checks confirmed it was not the same digger but images were obtained for distribution. The
Police National Computer has been updated with the details of the stolen Plant.

Officers attended a report of a dumped vehicle in woodlands in Detling. Checks confirmed it to be
vehicle involved in an ATM theft in Hempstead on 20th May. The officers located the vehicle and it
was secured and later recovered for CSI

Following this RTF officers attended a location in Kent relating to a discussion with a local resident in
relation to the same incident and located a safe down a bank. The safe was examined and found to
have been forcibly entered at the rear. The safe was left in location for CSI examination.

Following the theft of a van in Kent the following stolen property remains outstanding: Please
remember to record serial numbers, mark your property and take photos. Should you become a
victim of crime please ensure this information is passed to the police when reporting a crime.

A digger has been stolen from Mersham-Le-Hatch where there was no CCTV footage available. The
victim has provided photos of the digger which he gave permission to be circulated on Farm Watch:

A horse trailer was reported as stolen from Ashford Market in broad daylight. A suspect vehicle was
seen towing the trailer away. Enquiries to try and identify the vehicle are being carried out.

Officers have spoken to the owner of a John Deere ATV which was stolen from Sevenoaks and they
provided an image of the stolen ATV which has been shared via social media and rural contacts. It
has not yet been located and enquiries are continuing.

A horse and carriage has been stolen from the Tonbridge. The victim was spoken to and there are
currently no lines of enquiry. An image of the stolen property has been supplied and shared via
social media and rural contacts.

The RTF were contacted by a farmer regarding the sighting of a stolen caravan they had seen on a
Kent Police media appeal. The location was a horse’s field that has previously had a lot of police and
multi- agency involvement dealing with animal welfare issues, fly tipping and the dumping of horses
in ill health to die. Officers attended and located a static caravan similar to the one that had been
stolen. The victim of the theft was asked to send police further information to enable confirmation
that it was the same caravan. As a result the caravan was confirmed to be the stolen one and has
now been returned to the original owner.

PC’s Lingham and Verrall followed up a report of a trailer stolen from Tonbridge. The stolen
equipment was a Moheda seven tonne forestry trailer with a value of £4500. It was stolen over a
weekend from woods where it was kept behind fencing and was padlocked.

RTF officers responded to a reported burglary in Capel-le-Ferne where a property was entered and
numerous electrical items and an Omega watch were stolen. Car keys were also taken for a three
day old Volvo XC60, which was also stolen from outside. The crime had occurred on the victims
wedding day. The stolen vehicle has been circulated on Farmwatch, and has since been located and
returned to the owners.

A vehicle was stopped by Shepway Community Policing officers in Folkestone. They contacted the
RTF officers for assistance regarding identification of an Ifor Williams trailer carrying a Hitachi mini
excavator. On inspection, the trailer had had its identification plates removed. Checks on the Hitachi
excavator were inconclusive as to its identity, so both items were seized by the RTF for further
examination. The vehicle was full of items being taken back to Romania by the three male
occupants. In the vehicle were numerous cans of red diesel. The vehicle was tank dipped by officers
and was found to be running on red diesel. Contact was made with HMRC and the vehicle was
seized.

PC Callaghan received information whilst off duty from a local Agricultural Engineer regarding a
Kubota Tractor he had been asked to look at whilst on the farm, by a male. The tractor in his opinion
didn’t look right. PC Callaghan attended and located a Kubota B2110 Tractor with Pasture Topper.
The vehicle had been completely stripped of all ID marks and a hole had been punched in a small
tracking device under the radiator. Both items were seized for identification as they were suspected
to be stolen.

Further checks were conducted on plant in the area of the tractor and a welding machine on a single
axel trailer was located. This was confirmed by a hire company to have been stolen from them in
March 2019, from Faversham and was valued at £5,500. It was seized by the team.

Enquiries are ongoing to identify the male who had asked the informant to look at the tractor.
PC’s Southern and Goodsall attended to a report of an abandoned quad bike in Broadstairs. The
quad was located in the bushes with a helmet attached. The index plate had been removed but the
vehicle was identified and found to have been notified as being off road and having no insurance. It
was seized as it was also suspected to be stolen.

Two males were arrested by Sussex Police in Rye, following a call by a member of the public stating
that two people were trying to steal a man-hole cover. A vehicle was located nearby with one of the
suspects hidden inside the foot well. The other male was located close by and both were arrested.
The vehicle was also identified as being stolen. Following their arrests it has been established that
the vehicle has been linked to the following offences in Kent; theft of fuel, theft of a quad bike and
two generators and an attempted burglary.
Officers attended an address in Canterbury to arrest a further male on suspicion of Conspiracy to
Commit Burglary. The male attempted to escape via a back fence but this failed due to the property
being surrounded. A mobile phone and sim card were also seized.

Animal Welfare/Wildlife Crime
PC’s Southern and Goodsall attended a location in Faversham in a joint visit with three RSPCA
Inspectors and an RSPCA Chief Inspector in addition to four vets. This followed concerns that animals
on the site were being poorly treated and were likely to suffer unless circumstances changed.
Following examinations by the vets, a total of two goats, four cats, a dog, five parrots, an owl and
eighteen horses were taken into possession by PC Southern under the Animal Welfare Act. There is
an ongoing investigation by the RSPCA.

The RTF received a call from a farmer in Ashford reporting that a number of dead sheep had been
left in a bin in a field and under a cover. This was on land being rented out to a male. It was
established that this was the same male who was reported in March to PC’s Goodsall and Southern
to have a deceased sheep in fields In Sittingbourne. Officers attended the location in Ashford and
located sheep on the field. Eight live sheep were found with minimal water available. Also located
were sheep bones and what appeared to be a pit where sheep had been disposed of by fire. The
details of the male renting the land have been passed to Kent County Council Environment Team
and Trading Standards.

Officers responded to a call from the Royal Mail in Ashford who reported finding a dead buzzard in
their car park. The bird appeared unmarked and was seized for examination to identify the likely
cause of death.

RTF Officers carried out a follow up visit to a location in Maidstone in relation to a report received
about a housing development at the site of a potential bat habitat. When the officers attended the
location in the evening at about 9.30pm they noted seeing bats in flight around the development
site. The plot itself is an old industrial building and all of the external opening such as the doors,
windows and open access spaces have been covered with fixed netting. PC Verrall is in contact with
the Bat Conservation Trust at this time in respect of this report. A further site visit is planned with a
view to discussing the complaint with the developers.
PC Williams attended a location in Upchurch to meet with a male who had recovered a dead
common buzzard from woods in Upchurch. The informant stated that he had also found five dead
buzzards in 2018 and suspected that they were either being shot or poisoned. The buzzard has been
placed in a freezer and contact will be made with RSPCA regarding examination of the carcass.

Raptor persecution is a National Wildlife crime Priority and all incidents are investigated by the rural
team who are wildlife crime trained officers.

Officers attended an address in Maidstone in relation to tree felling taking place in woodland. The
informant was concerned that owls had been nesting at the location and believed an active badger
sett may have also been present. Enquiries revealed the land was owned by a housing development
company. Enquiries are now on-going with the company and with the East Kent Badger Group to
establish if a survey was completed and also whether or not any setts have been recorded there as
suggested by the informant.

A local PCSO attended in the first instance to a report of the removal of hedgerow in Broadstairs and
was able to obtain contractor details. A company were found to be conducting the work on behalf of
Thanet Council. They had been asked to reduce the depth of the hedge to make this easier for the
council to maintain. This had attracted a lot of local media attention with a number of members of
the public having visited the site to complain to the contractors. At the site, PC Sutton spoke to one
of the contractors. He stated he was carrying out the work on behalf of Thanet District Council. He
stated that no checks had been made in reference to nesting birds, however there was no evidence
to suggest birds where nesting in the hedge row. He stated that they had stopped about midday and

were not going to carry out any further work until nesting season was over. Words of advice were
offered about getting the location surveyed before any further work takes place.
RTF officers assisted local patrols with a number of loose cows in Ashford. The cows where in a field
when patrols arrived but officers were unable to find out where they had come from. A message was
put onto Ashford FarmWatch to try and locate the owner. A local farmer attended believing them to
be his cows but on checking the tags they did not belong to him. He assisted in putting up a
temporary fence at the location to ensure the cows did not get back onto the road.
Following an incident in Ashford, where a male was seen to shoot a seagull with a catapult, local
PCSO’s identified the male and his associate. RSPCA Inspector Dave Grant was contacted, and the
RSPCA are taking over the investigation with assistance from the Rural East Team.

Update
A report of criminal damage was alleged in Dover where a dog got through a gap in a fence at a
property and caught its leg in an illegal trap. As a result the dog sustained a broken leg and needed
veterinary treatment. The occupant of the property was interviewed and admitted the allegations. A
Community Resolution has now been carried out whereby the offender has paid the victim
compensation covering the insurance excess and a year’s cover for an additional premium fee. He
also handed over the trap to Kent Police for disposal / training purposes.

PC’s Williams responded to a call from an RSPCA Inspector who was investigating four dogs
abandoned at a dwelling in Whitstable. The property appeared to be unoccupied. Officers entered
and seized the dogs which were handed over to the care of RSPCA.

Op Assist
PC Williams and PS Walshaw deployed to Op Assist in Faversham where a vehicle carrying mixed
waste had stopped at a petrol station. Checks showed the vehicle had a previous keeper only and an
expired off road notification. In addition there was a marker on the vehicle from Dacorum Council in
Hertfordshire stating that the vehicle was involved in fly tipping and requesting the full identity of
the driver be obtained. The driver gave his name and the vehicle was found to be insured in his
name but his driving licence showed as expired. The driver also could not produce a waste carrier’s
licence. He claimed he had collected the waste on the vehicle from his home town and hadn’t had
time to dispose of it before coming to Kent. He was issued with a Traffic Offence Report for driving
otherwise in accordance with a driving licence and a report was sent to the DVLA for follow up
enquiries for failing to register the vehicle and tax it. Contact was made with an Environment
Response Officer at Swale Council who will issue the driver with two producers, one for waste
carriers and one for the waste transfer.

The RTF worked across 3 districts in May, Maidstone, Medway and Swale supported by our
colleagues from the local authorities to target those suspected to be carrying/disposing of waste
illegall.

Dean Laws from Medway Council stated that the Op Assist carried out on 17/05/2019 was a great
success. In total Medway Council stopped 17 vehicles, made 2 seizures and issued 2 Fixed Penalty
Notices
Jo Mapp from Swale BC also reported great success, stopping 10 vehicles, two of which were seized
by the Police. Two of the stopped vehicles belonged to well-known Swale BC nominals, one of which
was assisted to obtain a Waste Carriers License at the roadside. Further to this, another well-known
Swale nominal was arrested following the Op.
Jamie Duffy from Maidstone BC agreed the Op was a great success, stopping 12 vehicles, 4 of which
were found to be committing waste carrying offences, 1 of which was seized. 1 Fixed Penalty Notice
was issued, and two individuals will be interviewed by Maidstone BC Officers
Whilst searching for a stolen vehicle, PC’s Southern and Goodsall attended a location in
Sittingbourne. At the rear of the site it had been dug up with large scale fly tipping in progress.
Whilst present a tipper arrived and tipped a large scale amount of soil. The driver was identified and
stated he was given permission by a male to tip at the rear of the site. PC Goodsall contacted the
Environment Team at Swale Borough Council who attended the scene to take evidence. The male is
a well-known industrial fly tipper and has been previously prosecuted. Swale Borough Council will
continue with a prosecution and the likelihood if he is found guilty is that he will go to prison.

Fly tipping was identified in Bethersden and details have been passed to the Local Authority.

The Rural Task Force was assisted by Community Policing Teams and Specials in a joint partnership
operation alongside Environmental Enforcement Officers from all five Boroughs in the East of Kent.
The Operation consisted of mobile patrols and static points and was based on intelligence supplied
by the respective Enforcement Teams. As a result seven vehicles were stopped, one Traffic Offence
Report was issued and two vehicles were seized.
A driver was arrested and subsequently charged in relation to three Fly Tipping offences. The
Environmental Team arranged to interview him regarding the offences.
The two vehicles seized were being driven with no insurance.

Another vehicle stopped had a defective tyre and a decision was made to escort the vehicle to a
local tyre fitter where the tyre was replaced and appropriate words of advice were given.
In Ashford a total of ten vehicles were stopped. A driver was issued with a Traffic Offence Report for
not holding a valid driving licence. An Environment Enforcement Officer issued a Fixed Penalty
Notice to a Driver who was smoking in his work van.
In Folkestone a total of forty five vehicles were stopped. The Environment Team issued seven
Producer Notices. Five to six Waste Carrier licences were issued. Two Fixed Penalty Notices were

issued, including one to a male who is known for targeting the elderly for building work in the
Folkestone area. A vehicle was also seized for having No Insurance.
In addition a Wood Chipper being towed was seized as the identification marks had been removed
and it was suspected to be stolen. A forensic examination was since completed and it was confirmed
to have been stolen in 2016. The victim of this theft was updated.

In Dover a total of twenty one vehicles were stopped. Four Producer Notices were issued along with
two Notices for No Transfer Notes. Two Traffic Offence Reports were given, one for having no MOT
and one for having no road tax. Four Prohibition Notices were also issued by the DVSA.

In Canterbury ten vehicles were stopped. Two vehicles were seized, one was a disqualified driver
and one held no insurance. A Waste Transfer Notice was issued and two producers were issued for
holding No Waster Carriers Licence.

Op Assist Court Results
Mr Varrier was summonsed following our Kent Wide Op Assist on 20 June 2018 where he was found
to be carrying waste. He failed to produce a Waste Carriers Certificate or Waste Transfer Notes so
the offences occurred under The Waste (England and Wales) regulations 2011. Mr Varrier pleaded
guilty to both offences and was fined £360 for each offence along with a £36 victim surcharge and
£205 costs. Mr Varrier was arrested by the RTF for failing to attend court following the Operation
Assist in May
A fly tipping was reported to the RTF via Farmwatch which took place in Eastry where sofas were
deposited over a farmer’s gate. The vehicle involved was identified from dash camera footage and as
a result was identified and interviewed by Dover District Council. A full admission was made and a
£400 fixed penalty notice is being issued. He has fourteen days to pay otherwise the case will be
referred for prosecution.

Traffic Offences
RTF officers received a call from a vehicle hire company in Sittingbourne reporting that a vehicle had
not been returned and when spoken to, the leaser had stated that the vehicle had been stolen.
Tracking was activated on the vehicle and showed it to be stationary in a location in Sittingbourne.
PC’s Southern and Goodsall attended and located the vehicle parked outside some garages. Inside
the vehicle was a female with the vehicle’s keys in hand. The vehicle was seized by PC Southern and
the hire company recovered the vehicle themselves. The female was arrested by the Swale Local
Policing Team Probationer for an outstanding Breach of Court Order Custody and has since been
sentenced to fourteen days in prison.

Whilst on route to an operation, officers came across a road traffic collision between a lorry and a
car on the M2. The carriageway was cleared and a Highways Traffic Officer attended and waited with
the car driver for recovery of their vehicle.

After dealing with the road traffic collision on the M2 the officers then came across a lorry stuck on a
bank on the A251 near junction 6 of the M2. The road was closed in order to allow a recovery vehicle
to pull the lorry free.
RTF officers assisted traffic units with a search for a vehicle that had failed to stop following a Road
Traffic Collision with a police vehicle in Maidstone. The vehicle was located in a supermarket car park
in Queenborough and the driver was arrested by Traffic Units.
RTF officers deployed to Medway relating to a vehicle failing to stop. The vehicle was initially lost
and then it used a byway access to get to Cossington where it was stung. A pursuit was then picked
up by RTF which resulted in the vehicle going off road across farm fields and eventually being
stopped near Aylesford village, two occupants were arrested. The offences included Driving with No
Insurance, Failing to Stop, Dangerous Driving and Going Equipped.

RTF officers assisted in Swale with a vehicle Road Traffic Collision on the A249 where a vehicle had
left the carriageway and landed on top of a barrier. The A249 was shut for a short period to allow
recovery.

PC’s Pennicott and Smith carried out a stop check on a vehicle in Maidstone. The vehicle had
activated an ANPR camera due to being seen in suspicious circumstances in Lower Halstow and was
believed to be involved in rural crime. Despite the driver claiming to hold insurance, checks revealed
none was held and he also did not hold a driving licence which resulted in the vehicle being seized.
The other occupant was recently released from prison after serving 4.5 years for rogue trading
offences. Inside the vehicle was a leaflet for a roofing company and it is likely he was still carrying
out these types of offences.

PS Walshaw, PC’s Callaghan and Sutton observed a driver using his mobile phone for a mile and
stopped him at Maidstone Services where he was issued with a Fixed Penalty Notice for £200.
Assistance was given by from the Roads Policing Unit who issued the ticket and collected the
payment via visa card.

Officers dealt with a Road Traffic Collision on the slip onto the M20 involving a single vehicle towing
a caravan. No injuries were sustained and officers assisted with clearing the road of the caravan.

A vehicle failed to stop for a patrol in Swanley. The vehicle crashed and the occupants decamped.
The driver was arrested at the scene after resisting arrest and a Taser being drawn. The vehicle had
no insurance and a kitchen knife was found embedded in the drivers ceiling by the visor.

Court Result

Levi Deeprose who was wanted by police for other offences, rammed PC William’s police car causing
damage and fled from the scene. Following this he was arrested for criminal damage and other
offences. Mr Deeprose has now been sentenced to a total of fifteen months imprisonment and three
and a half years disqualification from driving.

Livestock Worrying
RTF officers attended a farm in Headcorn following a sheep attack. It was reported that three years
previously the farmer had sheep killed by the same dog. Officers attended the address of the dog
involved and spoke to the owner. The dog was being kept in secure kennels and was carrying
puppies meaning she would not be leaving the farm for approximately three months. The victim was
updated. Following DNA comparisons the offending dog has now been identified and the owner has
accepted responsibility, paying the sheep owner in full for the losses.
Officers responded to a report of a sheep attack in Pluckley. A neighbour had witnessed a small
terrier type dog chasing the sheep, with no persons present. By the time the witness had reached
the field, the dog had gone. One ewe had bites to her face and right hind leg, and most of her wool
pulled off. Three other sheep had received minor injuries. The owner of the sheep had conducted
local enquiries and posted on local social media in relation to the dog. Swabs were taken from the
ewe.

PC’s Callaghan and Sutton attended to a sheep worrying incident in Dover. The officers spoke to, a
Herdsman and Shepherd who has Sheep and Cattle at a farm in Dover. He reported that on 6th June
2019, he went to a field in Lydden where he keeps some of his sheep and located seven Lambs that
had been subjected to attack by a dog. All the Sheep were injured and had to be returned to the
farm for medical care.

The Lambs were treated relatively quickly and survived the attack. However there were reports of a
dog seen hanging around the area around the time of the attack. Due to the fact the lambs had been
treated and the wounds were cleaned there were no forensic opportunities in respect of swabs for
DNA. Officers attended the address of the dog mentioned and spoke to the dog’s owner. He was
questioned over the incident and stated his dog had not been loose at the time of the incident. He
was advised accordingly should his dog be involved in any such incident he could face the prospect
of going to Court.
A community resolution was completed in relation to sheep killed in Hawkinge and subsequently
identified via DNA links to the suspect dog. The dog’s owner has paid the Victim £1690.00
compensation, and has signed an undertaking via the resolution form that the dog will kept on a
lead whilst in public which was of importance to the victim.

RTF officers attended a location in Cranbrook in relation to a dog attack on two alpacas. The owner
of the dogs was identified and has agreed to resolve the matter with the Alpaca owner financially.
Words of advice given to the dog owner.

As a result of information received via Farm Watch RTF officers attended a farm in Swingfield and
met with the farmer. Overnight four sheep had been killed and another three injured. A witness had
seen a dog at the scene, which then ran off. Further enquiries will be carried out and swabs have
been taken from the deceased animals.
A farmer in Cranbrook reported that they had experienced four incidents of sheep worrying by the
same dog. He was concerned the dog, which had been chasing the sheep, would go on to attack
them and was especially concerned due to having vulnerable orphaned lambs. The dog’s owners
were located and, as per the farmer’s wishes, were spoken to by PC’s Lingham and Verrall and
educated regarding risks to the life of the dog.

Poaching Court Result
On 1st November 2018 PC Reed had received a telephone call from a farmer in Saint Nicholas-atWade informing him that a suspicious vehicle was seen to drive through the farm. The defendant
was seen by witnesses with two dogs which were running free and believe to be engaged in hare
coursing. When PC’s Reed and Southern arrived at the location they were advised there was a warm
dead hare found.
On 10th May 2019 at Maidstone Magistrates Court, Reginald Walter Abercrombie pled guilty to
Hunting a Wild Mammal with Dogs on 1st November 2018 under the Hunting Act 2004. He was
ordered to pay a £624 fine, £85 costs and an £85 victim surcharge.

Op Farm
The RTF supported Maidstone Community Policing officers with patrols of Marden, Yalding,
Staplehurst and Coxheath due to a recent increase in rural burglaries and vehicle thefts. A male was
stopped in Lenham after being seen in Coxheath towing an old trailer with no index or working
lights. The male admitted to having no insurance or licence and was issued with a Traffic Offence
Report and the vehicle was seized.

Op Traverse
A joint operation was carried out with the Kent Police Rural Task Force, the Environment Agency and
the Angling Trust. The operation aimed to combat illegal fishing/poaching, theft of fishing rights and
other associated offences. Three fisheries were checked including two of the largest in Kent located
in Paddock Wood and Marden. One hundred and forty seven anglers had their rod licences checked
by the partner agencies and as a result sixteen were reported for various fish licence offences. A
cannabis warning was administered and a wanted male was dealt with regarding an outstanding
warrant.

Officers received a call from a fishery in Ashford of two males who were seen killing fish and placing
them into a bag. Local Patrols attended and conducted a search of the vehicle belonging to the
males. In a laundry bag in the boot four carp from approximately 6lb – 16lb, a bream and a roach
were located. Both males were arrested for theft. PC Moody assisted the Local Policing Teams
Officer in Charge regarding the interview plan. The males were subsequently found to be in
possession of numerous suspected fake documents. The Environment Agency have also been made
aware.

Other recent work
PC Perry deployed to a report of a high risk missing person. A member of the public had flagged PC
Perry down stating that his mother in law, who has dementia, had been missing for an hour. An
extensive area search was carried out with a police helicopter and search and rescue volunteers and
the missing person was located in some woods.
PC’s Southern and Goodsall attended the National Farmers Union meeting in Meopham. The officers
carried out a presentation to members regarding the expansion of the team and the role we offer
along with working with 180 partnering agencies. The WhatsApp trial in the East Division was
discussed and that we are looking to expand it to other areas. Crime prevention advice was given
especially in relation to plant machinery and vehicles and the importance of marking property and
getting it registered along with tracker opportunities.
PC’s Perry and Moody attended a location in Ashford and arrested a male for threats to kill. PS
Walshaw and the Rural West Team remained at the address to conduct a search for a knife used in
the offence. PC Verrall found and seized a similar knife to that described, inside a jacket pocket
within the dwelling.
PS Walshaw and PC’s Williams and Lingham attended Tankerton sea front to meet with Mark
Harrison from Historic England to handover 3 new sets of binoculars and night vision cameras for the
use of the team. Whilst at the location a member of the public made PC Williams and PS Walshaw
aware of an unwell female jogger on the sea front walk way. Officers assisted with first aid until
paramedics arrived. Due to the location officers remained with the paramedics to assist in carrying
the female up the steep sea front bank.

PC Sutton responded to a report of destruction of woodland due to 4X4’s driving off a byway in
Ashford. On visiting the location, significant damage had been caused to the forest floor. Vehicle’s
had been leaving the designated Byway and driving through the woods creating large ruts that will

take considerable time to recover. New signs had been put up to replace the damaged ones. The
forestry commission had also been contacted reference the destruction. Whilst at the location a
small fly tip was found, a search for any evidence to link it back to an owner was conducted but none
could be found.

RTF Officers attended to multiple reports of someone jumping off the M2 Medway Bridge in
Rochester. The officers assisted traffic units with traffic management and locating a vehicle on the
bridge. A female was pulled from the river below alive but seriously injured. Officers assisted in the
safe landing of KSS Air Ambulance and with crowd control. The female was transferred to hospital by
helicopter.

RTF officers assisted local policing officers deploying to a large scale disturbance in West Malling.
Prior to the local policing team’s arrival, the suspect had made off across fields. An RTF officer
located the male on the A228 Bypass and was arrested. The suspect was from Beckenham and had

been involved in domestic violence against his mother-in-law and partner which had resulted in
assault and criminal damage offences.
PC’s Pennicott, Smith, Perry and Moody received contact direct from the Forces Fraud Team Head
Quarters requesting assistance in Sevenoaks in relation to an ongoing fraud case. A member of the
public had had work carried out on his address by a male and his associates and it was estimated
that he had paid £250K for work costing less than £50k. The victim would not support a prosecution
but due to his vulnerability and a further £70k was due to be paid, a decision was made to attend his
address and arrest any persons working there. A vehicle identified as having been involved in the
offence was seen leaving the location and was stopped. Two male occupants were arrested for
Fraud and the van was seized. One of the males was found to be in possession of a lock knife and the
other male had a small amount of herbal cannabis in his possession. The victim was believed to have
further funds in the bank that the offenders were attempting to defraud from him.

The RTF deployed to a farm in Hartley Bottom for the “LEAF Open Farm Sunday”. This is a large scale
events weekend for the team with eleven farms across the county opening their doors to invite the
public in to see how farms operate, explore machinery and animals alongside local stall holders from
local business and producers.

Officers attended a second public engagement event attended at Ryarsh Primary School. This is a
small rural community school in the village of Ryarsh. The RTF’s commitments through the day
afforded us some spare time to attend this event. It was a fantastic opportunity to engage with the
local community giving children the chance to ask questions about the rural role and explore our
equipment and vehicle.

RTF officers arrested a male in Teynham for an Emergency Recall to Prison. His licence was revoked
due to poor behaviour whilst on bail for a serious offence. Due to the time of day the male was
taken straight back to Elmley Prison.
RTF officers deployed on a search warrant with officers from the Swale Community Policing Team to
a location in Faversham. A search conducted on an outbuilding located the remnants of an old
cannabis cultivation. A search conducted within the outbuilding also showed that power was being
abstracted so UK Power Networks were contacted. Located in a fridge in the outbuildings were eight
large bags of herbal cannabis. Due to this a male was arrested at the scene for Possession with
Intent to Supply Class B drugs and was conveyed to Medway Custody.
Within the males bedroom a twenty bore unlicensed shotgun which was made safe and seized.
Checks were conducted on plant machinery found on site. A stolen Takeuchi TB216 Plant Digger was
located on site. The digger had been stolen from Dorset in April 2016 and was seized and recovered.
UK Power Networks attended the site and confirmed offences of abstraction of electricity where the
electricity feed had been bypassed the meter.

And Finally
I would like to thank PSE Ruth Lyons who for the last 2 years has been a police volenteer working
with the RTF producing these in depth reports for the team. Ruth is moving on to full time
employment within Kent Police victim support and will be greatly missed by us.

Kind Regards, Darren Walshaw

07870 252185 or darren.walshaw@kent.pnn.police.uk
Follow the team on Twitter @ Kent Police Rural
Team Email : rural.liaison.team@kent.pnn.police.uk

